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The Pacifist Alternative to 
“National Defence ” 


W 


Service’ drive. 


ITH recurring crises in Europe fresh impetus is being given 
to the British Government’s rearmament and “ National 


The pacifist movement as a whole has not been deluded by 
Government supporters’ claims that “ National Service” is genuine 


service for peace. 


It seeks to do real peace service, service that does 


not involve preparations for war and is truly international. 
One such method of service is outlined in the following article 


By JEAN INEBNIT 


Secretary for Britain of the International 
Voluntary Service for Peace 


FIGURES, above a certain limit, mean 
nothing to me. Two or three noughts 
more or less may indicate millions of 
pounds, but I have no image, no real con- 
ception of what they are, so I prefer to turn 
from the astronomical, where only the ex- 
pert is at home, to something about which 
any man can speak—methods of conduct. 
After all, if we believe arms to be neces- 
sary, we must leave it to the military 
expert to decide how many we. must have; 
the amount we must spend on them does 
not affect the principle involved. But 
every man who has thought about human 
life and conduct is entitled to come to his 
own conclusions about the principle itself. 
If you live in the same street as several 
quarrelsome and pugnacious families, you 
can adopt one of the several lines of con- 
duct. When a long-smouldering' vendetta 
between the families living next to you 
suddenly bursts out, you may break off all 
relations with the combatants and take 
precautions to ensure that they do not fight 
in your garden at any rate. 

Alternatively, you may fetch a police- 
man, but this policy has a certain disadvan- 
tage ; as soon as the restraining influence of 
the law is removed, you may be sure that 
your neighbours will reopen hostilities, or 
may unite against you! Yet a third possi- 
bility open to you is to act toward them in 
such a way, that through you they are 
drawn together in some common task, so 
that their old quarrel is forgotten. 


Policy of Neutrality 


My own country, Switzerland, having to 
choose which of these policies she would 
pursue. fixed upon the first—that of 
neutrality, armed neutrality so that the 
neighbours would not come and fight in 
her garden, and, in order to guard it, she 
maintains an army and votes a yearly 
budget, which has been increased con- 
siderably just lately. 

Many very sincere and upright Swiss 
people support this policy wholeheartedly, 
feeling that by preventing the neighbours 
from fighting on their territory, Switzer- 
land is playing her part in the world, but 
others do not forget the third of the three 
methods outlined above, and feel strongly 
how much nobler and more effective would 
be a policy directed to uniting the neigh- 
bours in some constructive work, rather 
than to letting them fight it out anywhere 
as long as it is not too near, 


Humanity before Arms 


After the last war, Pierre Cerésole, a very 
bold and clear thinker with a wide practical 
knowledge of human nature, gained in 
many parts of the world, pointed out that 
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if Switzerland was to be a peaceful country, 
it was not sufficient to maintain neutrality, 
and he suggested that a practical and truly 
realist policy would be the maintenance of 
the army budget and its use not for 
“ defence,” but for the more positive policy 
of helping those who were in need, especi- 
ally those beyond the frontiers. 

In this way a bond of comradeship and 
confidence would be created, stronger than 
any urge of war. To take a practical 
example ; one of the great riches possessed 
by Switzerland is the mountain, whose 
strong life-giving air and sunshine are 
appreciated by the wealthy from all over 
Europe. Could not the money formerly 
spent on armaments be used to bring the 
weak and rickety children from all the big 
cities of the continent to find health in the 
Swiss mountains? 

The money, so far used for mangling 
bodies, could then be put to building up 
delicate, withered limbs and chests, and 

(continued on back page) 


George Lansbury 
writes : 


JOIN with my colleagues in greetings to 
all members and friends of the PPU. I 
hope our annual conference will be well 
attended and our deliberations concise and 
efficient. 

My earnest desire is that such a form of 
organization will be adopted as will allow 
freedom of thought, expression, and action 
for every member, and that the present 
Sponsors will be replaced by a much 
smaller executive body with a leader 
elected by the conference. 


MAKE WAY FOR YOUTH! 


War resisters, who must face the conse- 
quences of their resistance, are mainly 
young people, a movement such as ours 
should look for guidance from within. 
Aged veterans, however much they may or 
may not have done in the past, should give 
place to younger people. People like my- 
self cannot lead a young movement such as 


Clearing the debris and searching 
for the victims after the terrible 
earthquake which shook Managua, 
Nicaragua, in 1931, leaving in its 
wake a toll of 2,000 dead, thousands 
more injured, and levelling prac- 
tically every dwelling in the city. 

Similar natural disasters periodi- 
cally occur throughout 
the world, affording 
opportunities for inter- 
national cooperation in 
the succouring of the @ 
victims. 


But International | 
Service for Peace, as 
Mr, Jean Inebnit, points 
out in the article on this 
page, need not await 
calamity before being 
practised. ~ 

“ For peace is the active 
cooperation of all men | 
and women of good will 
in the fight against the 
natural social evils that 
beset man. 

“ Benevolent and 
generous governments 
can help, but peace de- | 
pends, inthe end, on the 
effort of individuals. 

“Peace comes from the § 
individual man _ and 
woman who, realising : 
that inertia is not peace, § 
is impelled to do some- 
thing for those who are 
suffering.” 


CALAMITY : 
Opportunity 


For Service 


* i 


ours. The only service we can render is to 
give support and sympathy for those who 
are in the forefront of the struggle against 
war, and never forget there is only one way 
to conquer conscription and that is to 
adopt the policy embodied in the words 
“No more war.” 


ON OTHER 
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Rajkot Fast... 
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Mr. Lansbury and Canon Morris 
on Our Task in the Year Ahead 


Stuart Niorris 
writes: 


THOUGH some of us would be proud to 

accept the real role of prophet as the 
forthright man who speaks what is in his 
heart and mind regardless of consequences, 
we should be less happy to occupy the more 
commonly accepted version and appear as 
foretellers. 


Nevertheless the future is so conditioned 
by the past that the very act of forthright 
judgment may indeed become an act of 
foretelling. The stern pronouncement 
against armaments leads to the assertion 
that “the moral is obvious—great arma- 
ments lead inevitably to war.” 


So. too, the very forthrightness of judg- 
ment about the Peace Pledge Union may 
come to take the shape of a prophecy—or 
would it be better to say ‘“ Let the future 
take care of itself if we can but safeguard 
the present values”? 

Surely, looking back, we are justified in 
such an attitude. The attitude of the 
Peace Pledge Union must be a day-to-day 
one, like all ventures of faith. So long as 

(continued on p. 7) 
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ORD STANHOPE’S “ guns have been 
manned” announcement at Portsmouth 
and the styosequent banning of its 

publication by the Government was the 
cause of a first-class sensation in the House. 
The Prime Minister replying to Mr. Arthur 
Greenwood's question on the matter said, 
that he had given directions that the press 
should be asked not to publish the account 
of the First Lord’s speech, “ or if it did pub- 
lish it, not to ascribe to it any particular 
importance.” 


The Opposition did not unduly press the 
Prime Minister and one is very suspicious 
whether, these days, some agreement has 
not been reached beforehand between the 
Government and the other parties as to how 
far criticism on foreign policy and defence 
questions will be carried on the floor of the 
House. ° 


In fact, the Stanhope indiscretion may 
have been, after all, an “inspired state- 
ment,” not intended for home consumption 
(as it seems strange that it was broadcast 
by the BBC in the Empire rews bulletin 
the same night, but not included in the late 
news summary here), and having for its 
purpose the double effect of warning Hitler 
and Mussolini that this country was at last 
ready for them: and to impress Colonel 
Beck. who was going down to Portsmouth 
to inspect some of the Fleet the next day, 
that we should not be content to remain 
just “sleeping partners” in any agreement 
as between Poland and ourselves. 


Similar “ Blunders” 


In this connexion it may be appropriate 
to recall that similar “blunders” are not 
unknown. Haldane, when Ke was Minister 
for War back in 1911 (soon after the Agadir 
incident) decided to stop the customary 
manoeuvres that summer and gave out to 
the press that it was because of the intense 
crought. 


But the real reason (according to his 
Autobiography) was to use the money so 
saved in completing mobilization arrange- 
ments. He was well aware that the Ger- 
man Intelligence Service would not be 
fooled in the same way as the British 
public, so he told the German Military 
Attaché-that the General Staff were bound 
to make preparations for eventualities. 


Al: this happened under a Liberal Gov- 
ernment and with a man of Haldane’s in- 
tegrity 

There are of course, many parallel in- 
stances, but the purpose of this comparison 
is to remind some of the readers of Peace 
News (if it is necessary) of the importance 
of examining (whether in times of peace 
or war) mest critically all government 
statements. There is a tremendous gulf, in 
diplomatic language, between caution and 
wilful deceit. The former usually comes 
from the Foreign Office: the latter from 
the propaganda department of the defence 
Services, but both from the same govern- 
ment. 


Trade Unions and 
“The Services” 


COLDIERS and naval ratings may join or 
retain membership in Trade Unions. 
This was contained in a written reply to 
questions put by Mr. Parker (Lab. Rom- 
ford:. No mention is made of the Air 
Force, and it may be of interest to recall 
that in the 1931 Crisis (Financial) the two 
senicr Services had pay cuts, in common 
with all the civil service, yet the junior 
fighting arm’s pay was not disturbed. 

Is there any reason for this preferential 
treatment? One assumes the Government 
has taken fully into account the possibility 
of a general strike. Has the TUC assured 
the Government there will not be any 
official strike in another war? 


This illustrates very forcibly the subtle 
methods employed to undermine working- 
class organization: and the apparent in- 
ability or unwillingness (probably both) of 
the average trade union leader clearly to 
examine the likely trend of future events. 
That is putting it very mildly. 


"THURSDAY was devoted to “clearing up” 

before the Easter adjournment (the 
House of Lords dispatched its business in 
less than five minutes) and while the day 
in the Commons was in the nature of a 
“mixed bag” the proceedings were, on the 
whole, interesting and informative. 

The Prime Minister reported on the con- 
centration of Italian troops and transport 
at Bari and Brindisi. Mr. Chamberlain 
said that our Minister at Durazzo (Albania) 
had communicated that everything was 
quiet there at 8.25 am. and that His 
Majesty's Government were watching de- 
velapments. 

It is now history how less than twenty- 
four hours afterward the Italians had 
landed and were virtually in possession of 
Albania. It was pretty cold comfort for 
the bereaved and wounded to know the 
British Minister had reported all was quiet 
there at a precise minute the day previ- 
ously. 

Why do countries, with the exception of 
totalitarian ones, have to wait for events 
actually to happen instead of attempting 
to take a hand in the circumstances which 
fashion them? Asa well-known journalist, 
writing elsewhere, this week, says, is it not 
better to call a Peace Conference now, be- 
fore millions are killed and irreparable de- 
struction done, than wait until after a war? 


Encirclement Proceeds 


Mr. Chamberlain gave the House an 
account of the conversations with the 
Polish Foreign Minister. The two coun- 
tries were willing to enter into an agree- 
ment of a permanent and reciprocal char- 
acter, designed to assure Great Britain and 
Poland of mutual assistance in the event of 
any threat, direct or indirect, to the inde- 
pendence of either, yet not to preclude 
either country from individually entering 
into pacts with other governments if con- 
sidered desirable 

Bilateral arrangements at any time are 
dangerous, but especially when almost 


THE WEEK IN PARLIAMENT 


Was Lord Stanhope’s “Indiscretion” 
Inspired ? 


Hope tor 
Refugees 


unconditional. Similar activities are 
going forward as between this country, 
Greece, Rumania, and Yugoslavia, it is 
understood, and therefore German anxiety 
and charges of encirclement—as a definite 
policy on the part of Great Britain—would 
appear to be well founded. 


* * * 


LIOWEVER, it is very refreshing to 

record two constructive interludes. 
The first relating to the refugee problem; 
the second in regard to the tour of the 
Secretary to the Department of*Overseas 
Trade among the Northern capitals of 
Europe. 

Earl Winterton, on behalf of the Govern- 
ment and of the Evian Committee, dealt 
with the first. when replying to a question 
put by Mr. Noel Baker. Winterton said 
there was every hope of a practical solu- 
tion and he was looking forward ito 
announcing at an early date a comprehen- 
sive scheme which he believed would 
satisfy all interests. 

In the meantime, special investigations 
were going on, preliminary reports of 
experts on Dominica and British Honduras 
were satisfactory. The former are willing 
to take 100,000 settlers. Nortnern Rhodesia 
and British Guiana were also under con- 
sideration. 

The Evian Committee had in mind large 
schemes sufficient to provide a community 
feeling without producing alarm in the 
minds of the yeople of the country of 
settlement that they were going to be 
swamped by enemies. Due regard would 
be given to suitable climatic conditions. 
The Evian Committee felt that such settle- 
ment would benefit the countries in which 
the refugees were placed by increasing the 
volume of trade and production by causing 
an inflow of capital. 


Commercial Relations 


Concerning the second constructive inter- 
lude. Mr. Hudson (Overseas Trade) had 
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visited Warsaw, Moscow, Helsinki, and 
Stockholm, and as a consequence there 
should soon be a reciprocal improvement in 
commercial relations. The Scviet Govern- 
ment were willing to enter into a more 
balanced agreement, Finland and Sweden 
were sending, at an early date. deputations 
of industrialists to London with a view to 
devising practical methods of increasing 
exports from this country; and certain 
Polish difficulties had b2en discussed with 
the interests involved and_ generally 
cleared up. All which is much saner than 
bombing each other! 


Conscription Call 


MIR. VERNON BARTLETT (“ United- 

front” victor of the Bridgwater by- 
election) pleaded, at the end of the day, for 
compulsory service, although, in fairness to 
him, one must add that he coupled with this 
the most rigid conscription of wealth. But 
one, unfortunately, does not balance the 
other. 


Mr. Bartlett seems to have gone back on 
the ticket which brought him to Westmin- 
ster. There is no doubting the sincerity of 
men like this, and it adds a poignancy to 
the tragedy. How many, in only the last 
few weeks, have thrown over the principles 
of a lifetime? It is 1914 all over again. 
With the exception of the few pacifist mem- 
bers, the House accepts war as inevitable 
and seems afraid to consider any cour- 
ageous alternative. 
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‘From the Editor’s Notebook 


Outposts of Empire—and the P.P.U. 


The Archbishop 


’s Critics 


Reprints from “Peace News” 


LETTER from one of the “ outposts of 
Empire” that is also an outpost of 
the PPU (though not so much so as Hong 
Kong, were Davin SpRECKLEY started a 
group, or even South Australia, which has 
its own flourishing union) tells me that 
“anyone passing through Colombo, inter- 
ested in this work, will be made very, very 
welcome. If it so happens that they are in 
any way qualified, and willing to speak on 
peace work, I can easily arrange a meeting 
if they will just drop me a line before- 
hand.” 


My correspondent is Mr. P. F. Trapes- 
WELL, group secretary of the PPU in 
Colombo. Since Peace News finds its way 
to the most unexpected people and places, 
here is his address for the benefit of those 
whose way lies through or near Colombo: 
7 Longden Place, Bullers Road, Colombo, 
Ceylon. 

He tells me, by the way, that he believes 
Axtpous Hux.ey (now in America) is about 
to visit Calcutta. I have not been able to 
confirm this news (or to learn anything 
about this Sponsor’s movements), but if he 
does go to Calcutta he might easily make 
the “short hop” to Colombo. 

There “he would draw large and intelli- 
gent audiences,” writes Mr. TRADESWELL. 
“One good lecturer of his capabilities in a 
place like Ceylon would do ten years’ work, 
of ordinary plodding, in a couple of weeks.” 


The Arehbishop Offends 


"THOSE who were least shocked by the 

amazing little series of speeches urg- 
ing that right should be backed by might, 
given by the ArRcHBISHOP oF CANTERBURY, 


before he left the country for the more 


useful occupation of trying to realize his 
high hopes of uniting Christians every- 
where, have been those who long ago gave 
up hope of ever seeing him give the lead 
that Christians might expect of him. The 
disappointment (to express it in its mildest 
terms) of the others is the more significant. 


It is, in fact, one of the hopeful signs of 
the people’s real feelings. The strong feel- 
ing has been expressd in the most unlikely 
circles, and even some of the clergy who 
had not been known for their pacifism have 
felt anything from uneasiness to disgust. 


One indication of this widespread feeling 
is the number of demands we of the Peace 
Pledge Union have had for the reprinting 
in leaflet form of the open letter we pub- 
lished in our issue of March 31 from Canon 
Sruart Morris. (Another is the number 
of letters and copies of press correspon- 
dence on the subject of “might by arms” 
that I have received from readers.) 

Many will therefore be glad to hear that 
the open letter is now to be reprinted by 
the PPU and should be available shortly. 


Articles Reprinted 


WE get a good many requests for reprints 

from Peace News, and few are actually 
turned down. But there is a problem of 
distribution involved. 

This is undertaken by the PPU. But as 
they already have a great deal of literature 
of one kind or another still in stock (and 
still being ordered slowly but steadily), it 
is impossible to take on a new leaflet nearly 
every week. So some have to wait. 


One way of overcoming the difficulty to 


some extent is for local groups to get per- . 


“ Peace News ” Offices 
3, Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 


mission to reprint. As a matter of fact I 
have just recently received, by the same 
post, copies of two such reprints from 
places as far apart as Hull and West 
Worthing. 

The former, Patrot LeapeR M. Fuzzarp’s 
article, Scouts Should Renounce War, is a 
free leaflet obtainable from the local PPU 
(64 Prospect Street, Hull}—who, however, 
would welcome the postage on any orders, 
as the price of publishing has been rather 
high. 

The other will be of even more general 
interest. It is Berr Surptey’s Why Not 
Live Peace Now? and is described as a 
working man’s outlook. It is priced at 1d. 
and is published by Feltons (Printers) Ltd., 
4a Station Parade, West Worthing, Sussex. 


For the “Yes-But’’ 


Wut to give the near-pacifist or non- 

pacifist to read is one of the perennial 
problems of the pacifist. Here is a sugges- 
tion, from a Dorset reader, which the PPU 
is now working on. 

“A non-pacifist friend who always reads 
PN,” our correspondent wrote, said he con- 
sidered “The cost of war ”—Dr. NIcHOLAS 
Murray Butier’s estimate of what the 
money spent on the Great War would have 
provided of useful goods and services— 
which we published on March 17, “ the most 
convincing statement he has read.” He 
thought we would do well to make it into 
a pamphlet, “as the most ignorant man in 
the street could not fail to understand it 
and be struck by it.” 

My correspondent adds.that “ the man is 
no mean critic.” 

H. S. M. 
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‘Behind Mahan, UL CAME UPON ME 
Gandhis Lot Pots ALT, OF A SUDDEN 


The Reason? 


TYR. PAUL A. ZAHL, found an 
Indian village in British Guiana 

where human relations were “ prac- 

tically perfect.” Strangely enough, 

the village had never been visited by 

white men. 

~—Industrial Worker, March 18, 1939. 


Canadians Demand 


“No Foreign War!” 


"THE strength of nationalist elements in 

Canada, which stand firm against con- 
scription and against Canadian participa- 
tion in another European war, was indi- 
cated during a debate on foreign policy in 
the Dominion Parliament last week. 

The Premier, Mr. Mackenzie King, and 
the Conservative leader, Dr. Manion, re- 
jected conscription, and it is reported that 
both seemed to be addressing themselves 
primarily to the Nationalist elements. Both 
these speakers also deprecated moves sug- 
gesting that Canada would stay neutral in 
the event of war. 

French-Canadians are in revolt against 
the possibility of military assistance to 
Britain or France; they want neutrality, 
and one of them said that if a majority 
tried to force a minority to take up arms 
for the defence of foreign territory “that 
will be the end of the Confederation.” 


They Would Repair 
Spanish War 


Havoe 


THE International Voluntary Service for 

Peace, which has included relief work 
in Spain among its many activities, hopes 
to undertake the task of reconstructing 
some of the places devastated by the 
Spanish war. At present it is not known 
if the Spanish authorities will allow this. 

As long as there is distress, hunger and 
privation in Spain, and as long as IVSP 
volunteers are allowed to continue their 
work, the Service will maintain its existing 
schemes. The IVSP’s latest news bulletin 
reports that in Central Spain volunteers 
are still working on the distribution of 
milk and food. 

Volunteers can only be sent abroad if 
they have already served in this country, 
so prospective volunteers for Spain will be 
asked to serve in one of the English ser- 
vices if they have not already done so. 
Further particulars are obtainable from the 
IVSP headquarters at 1, Lyddon Terrace, 
Leed 2. 


This School Welcomes 
Students of All 


Nationalities 


The International People’s College, Elsinore, 
Denmark, receives students of all nationalities. 
Modern languages by native teachers as well as 
the study of international affairs or modern 
social problems occupy a prominent part on the 
curriculum. 

The summer course begins on April 20 and 
lasts until July 15. For those who are unable 
to attend for the full period the College arranges 
a shorter course from June 15. The fee for the 
whole course is £16. The latter part of the 
course may be taken for £6 10s. There are nine 
weekly courses in addition from July 17 to 
September 18. The fees for these courses are 
6s. 6d. per day or 43s. per week, 

Visiting lecturers this summer include: Mr. 
R. D. Waller, Mr. D. E. Evans, Mr. H. G. Dawes, 
from England, and Mr. W. H. Marwick, from, 
Scotland. During the weekly vacation courses 
Dr. Clark Kerr of USA will lecture, 


Christian Pacifists in 


Germany 


The fact that groups of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, whose Christian basis leads 
them to the pacifist faith, exist in Germany 
today and meet for mutual discussion, was 
referred to by the Rev. Leslie Artingstall, 
General Secretary of the FoR, at a meeting 
held recently by the Swanscombe group 
of the Peace Pledge Union. 


AND OUT OF THE 


Gath wasn that Mr. M. 


where he writes of his “ dread of 
which preceded the recent one. 


“T have become a coward of late for fast- | 
ing,” admits Mr. Gandhi.. “My fast in| 
August, 1933, though short-lived, was a per- 
fect torture to me. I had prepared for 
death the very day I was discharged. ... 
Since then I have dreaded fasts.” | 

He adds that two subsequent 24-hour fasts | 
have shown him that his system is ill able to | 
undergo any protracted fasting. ‘“ There-| 
fore,” he continues, “when I left Segaon ' 
there could be no question of my light- 
heartedly thinking ahead of any fast in! 
Rajkot 


No Premeditation 


“Had I made any such resolution, I was! 
bound by a promise to friends that I should } 
sive them due notice. Thus there could be 
no premeditation. It came upon me all of 
a sudden and out of the intense agony of 
the soul. 

“The days preceding the fast were days 
of deepest prayer. The experience of the 
night before the determination to take the 
fast had choked me. I did not know what | 
to do. 

“The morning following told me what I 
was to do, cost what it might. I simply 
could not have taken the resolution but for 
the belief that God wanted me to take it.” | 


Not a Hunger-Strike 


Writing of fasting in general, Mr. Gandhi 
draws a distinction between hunger-strikes 
and Satyagraha fasts; the latter, he de- 
clares, are “ of no use without a living faith 
in God.” Judged by his standard, “the 
majority of fasts do not at all come under 
the category of Satyagraha fasts and are, 
as they are popularly called, hunger-strikes 
undertaken without previous preparation 
and adequate thought.” 

It will be recalled that the fast was under- 
taken to secure fulfilment of what he con- 
sidered was a promise made by Thakor 
Saheb, Ruler of Rajkot State, and was ended 
by the intervention of the Viceroy of India, 
who suggested that the matter be referred 
to the Chief Justice of India for an interpre- 
tation of the Ruler’s promise. 

The Chief Justice’s opinion, made known 
last week, is that Thakor Saheb had in fact 
agreed to appoint to a committee to inquire 
into the question of reforms in Rajkot State, 
those persons recommended by Mr. 
Vallabhai Patel, Congress leader. 


Mr. Gandhi Vindicated 


This decision has been welcomed as 
vindicating Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Patel, and 
the day after it was announced Mr. Gandhi 
had a ninety-minute interview with the 
Viceroy. 

An appeal issued by Mr. Gandhi to the 
peop!e of Rajkot after his fast, but before 
the Chief Justice’s decision was known, 
urged them not to “indulge in exultation ” 
over the settlement, and added: 

“The real work will begin only now. Respon- 
sible government will come, but will the people 
be able to shoulder the burden and rise equal to 
their task? If they are to give a proper account 
of themselves, they will have to begin preparing 
from today. 

“They would not need, for this purpose, to 
hold meetings and deliver speeches. If meetings 
are held at all, they should be for the purpose 
of educating the public. Every citizen of Rajkot 
will have to contribute his or her mite if success 
is to crown our efforts.... 

“It should be realized that we have no other 
sanctions at our disposal except that of truth 
and non-violence. We should, therefore, under- 
stand their working in our everyday dealings. 

“The public should cultivate the spirit of 


INTENSE AGONY 
OF THE SOUL, 1. w. 


K. Gandhi's recent “ fast unto 


death” was undertaken from any political motive, or in any light- 
hearted manner, are answered in his weekly paper Harijan, 


fasts” and the “ intense agony ” 


Norwegian Clergy 
Renounce War 


sé Alt they that take the sword shall 

perish by the sword,” said Jesus. 
Still the Norwegian Church, like churches 
in mest lands, is recognizing the war system 
as a method of international action. 

Nevertheless we see another movement 
gaining ground within the churches in all 
lands—a movement for greater fellowship 
and cooperation between the nations. 

In the Norwegian Church, too, we find 
this movement. About a year ago a few 
clergymen started a pacifist group. Last 
week 81 Norwegian clergymen signed the 
following declaration: 

“We are convinced that all war, includ- 
ing war for defence, is against the spirit of 
Jesus Christ, and we pledge ourselves to 
work against it and do what we can to re- 
move its causes.” 


Full Time 


A month after he predicted his own death 
in April, 1938... Mahatma Gandhi pictured, 
smiling characteristically, after leaving the 
Hindu-Moslem Unity meeting held at the 
home of Mr. M. A. Jinna, Bombay. The 
leader of the Indian masses reveals, in this 
article, the very great mental anguish and 
physical suffering which his conscientious 

fasting involves. 


There are Twelve Bodies 
in’ America Working 


For Peace 


—says Paul Marris 


HE following survey of the American peace movement was 
made by Mr. Paul Harris, of the American National Council 
for the Prevention of War, in an address to the Golders Green 


group of the Peace Pledge Union. 
section of Mr. Harris’s address, 
thought and policy as a whole). 


THE National Council for the Prevention 
a of War [said Mr. Harris] was 
organized eighteen years ago, attempting 
to be a clearing house of persons and groups 
working for peace. Approximately thirty 
national organizations make up cur Coun- 
cil but we would never have been effective 
as a clearing hcuse for the whole peace 
movement. 

That was reserved for other and better 
folks to do, about four years ago, and we are 
now part of the larger clearing house. My 
organization was founded by a Quaker, 
Frederick Libby, but its policy is not paci- 
fism but rather a vigorous effort for a 
middle-of-the-road policy, leaning toward 
the left, as we say. that is to liberalism and 
progressivism. We believe that our 
people are provincial-minded and excit- 
able. We have got to teach them to know 
facts and to get a world view. 


Against Arms Increases 


We have had some success in these eigh- 
teen years. We grew from nothing to an 
organized body with an annual budget of 
$180,000, but this year it will be only half 
as large, because people in America are not 
contributing to peace as they used to do. 

Our work has been to influence national 
reduction of armaments, to challenge in- 
creases in our own country, to have 
friendly relations with Latin America and 
decent (not to say friendly) relations with 
the Far East; to get America to join the 
League of Nations, or at least the interna- 
tional sections of it, the International 


corporate service. Young men and women in 
their numbers should come forward to dedicate 
their lives to the service of the people.” ) 


Labour Organization, &c. We have an 
annual meeting and delegates choose our 
policies for the coming year. 


(Recently we reproduced another 
in which he surveyed American 


In the United States there are about 
twelve organizations working full time for 
peace. We have united recently into a 
clearing house, the National Peace Confer- 
ence, which is solely working out better 
methods of cooperative action. 


Isolationist—Only from War 


We do disagree vigorously in the United 
States, sometimes almost violently, par- 
ticularly during the last three years. On 
the one side there is the school of thought 
called the neutrality people, on the other 
side there are the collective action people. 
I shall not at this point give details of both 
sides, except to hint at them. 


I know of no peace leader of the United 
States that is isolationist. They are all con- 
vinced that there is no peace for the United 
States unless there is peace for the world, 
but there are some of us who will have 
nothing to do with war and therefore we 
are isolationist from war but not from the 
world; and there are others of us in the 
States who would cooperate in a righteous 
war, and a righteous war they define as 
one for democracy, or for the League of 
Nations, or one in which the Soviet Union 
was being defended, or one that would pre- 
vent America from being more greatly 
menaced than she is now, a defensive war. 

On the other side, we want collective 
security, and because of that we refuse to 
have collective action lest it ruin collective 
security—that is, a world in which no 
nation is let down, all working together 
for the good of all; that to us is collective 


(Continued on page 8) 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Price of Ceylon Tea 
the Peace Pledge Union 


SO ees 


Or reading Mr. Reginald Reynolds’ 
letter in your issue of March 3, which 
has just reached me, my feelings are of 


original lengthy reply to Amy Moore’s 
article which I wrote—and then spared you 
in the interests of space! 

I regret that I no longer have a copy of 
Amy Moore’s article by me to check 
whether I made any important omissions. 
As regards the question as to whether 
Ceylon conditions are known to Indians, 
the answer is definitely yes. Tens of thou- 
sands of estate coolies go to India each 
year on holiday. I should also like to point 
out to Mr. Reynolds that my letter was 
specifically in reply to Amy Moore’s article 
in which she criticized “white planters” 
very harshly. 


My previous letter would have run in 
part as follows: 


“The Price of Ceylon Tea” (title of Amy 
Moore’s article) as far as this estate is con- 
cerned averaged Is. 1d. per pound for the whole 
of 1938. The profit to the estate was 3d. a Ib. 
This is am agerage Ceylon estate. There are, of 
course, huge unddfemen’s profits made in Eng- 
land. 


The first sentence in Amy Moore’s article can 
only be described as ridiculous. Tea was first 
planted commercially in Ceylon about 1870. 
When was slavery abolished, Amy Moore? The 
Tundu system was pernicious, admittedly: it 
was justly abolished. Under the present system 
any cooly can leave an estate at any time by 
giving one month’s notice, and no one can force 
him even to pay his debts before he goes. A 
cooly cannot be imprisoned for debt, and the 
withholding of Discharge Certificates for debt, or 
for any other reason, is practically never done 
by “white planters,” though it may occur some- 
times on non-European-owned estates. 


The remark about separating families is non- 
sense. There is no reason why we should want 
to. Amy Moore must have been reading 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin! 


Physical violence is definitely a thing of the 
past. The cooly has every means of redress. 
Amy Moore is evidently not aware that a cooly 
will write a petition on the slightest provocation. 
If she would read these appeals for protection 
I am sure she would find they were not directed 
against “white planters”; and if any were I can 
assure her that they were unjustified. 


As regards giving short work, it is true that 
on estates that are popular with labour this is 
sometimes done; but it is only done to a small 
extent and it is surely better to give 5 days’ 
work a week for two months a year than to 
discharge a number of coolies and give the 
remainder over time for half the time? I have 
given my coolies the choice and they all prefer 
to stay with occasional short time. 


No European-owned estate pays less than the 
legal minimum wage: it would be impossible to 
get away with it. The practice is supposed to 
exist on some Ceylonese-run properties. 


It is perfectly true that planters have stuck 
notice boards. up all over the place with the idea 
of being able to prosecute any “undesirables” 
who might cause trouble among the coolies. 
Naturally, I disapproved of this, but in practice 
jt means nothing as, not only are there “rights 
of way” through practically every estate, but also 
it would be simple to see and talk to coolies :n 
the nearby villages. 


The minimum wage figures given are fairly 
accurate but must be considered in conjunction 
with the following facts: 


(a) Tamil coolies live mainly on rice which 
costs them about 5s. per head per month. 

(b) They are housed free with a supply of 
running water near each line. 

(c) Sanitation facilities are provided; but 
there is the greatest difficulty in teaching the 
cooly elementary hygiene. Does Amy Moore 
imagine planters like to see the surroundings 
of all lines in a filthy condition? 

(d) Unlimited free medical attention is 
provided. 

(e) Free education is provided from ages 
6 to 10. Many children stay longer. The short 
fall in attendance, Amy Moore, is due to the 
fact that it is impossible in practice to force 
parents to serid their children to school. 

In conelusion, to convince you, sir, that I am 
not a diehard in disguise, I will add one or two 
of my own criticisms. Wages might well be 
higher in good times, or some share in profits 
might be given. However, wages have steadily 
increased since I came to Ceylon 20 years ago. 

The number of coolies per room is too high. 
The rooms are 10ft. by 12ft. and the average 
number of working coolies in each is supposed 
to be a little over three. That often means that 
a married couple cannot have a room to them- 
selves. But again it must be remembered that 
there has been a steady increase in the size 
of rooms and a steady decrease in the number 
allowed per room in the last 20 years. Nor 

‘ should it be forgotten that on the whole coolies 
prefer to live in herds. < 

If there is any further correspondence on this 
subject it will have to wait till I reach England 
when I shall be very glad to answer any 
questions on Ceylon to the best of my ability. 

J. H. CARDEW. 
Lamiliere Estate, Talawakelle, Ceylon. 


= Toward Colonial Freedom = 


great regret that I did not send you the = 


AN excellent basis for the study of 

capitalist imperialism is a re- 
recently published book by Leonard 
Barnes, Empire and Democracy. The 
author is not a pacifist and does not 
appreciate the pacifist viewpoint (see 
page 229), but he does appreciate that 
the Peace Pledge Union is a body that 
can help to bring to fruition the policy 
of colonial emancipation outlined in 
this book. 


Briefly the programme suggested is 
the following:— 

1. For India, Burma and Ceylon, inde- 
pendence, 


2. For the West Indies, adult suffrage 
leading rapidly to self-government. 
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Archbishop and 
War 


IN his admirable “Open Letter to the 

Archbishop of Canterbury,” Canon 
Stuart Morris asks, “Where was any real 
spirit of appeasement in a policy which 
backed the Munich Agreement by a speed- 
up in our armaments programme?” Where, 
indeed? That agreement was betrayed the 
week after it was signed, and not by one 
country alone. : 

For the last four months scarcely a day 
has passed without the progress of that 
speed-up and clamour for increasing it 
being reported in the German Press, with 
sarcastic allusions to England’s “Good will.” 
It is not my purpose to condone the temper 
of the German press, which has often 
seemed to me rabidly anti-English; still 
less, the methods employed in Czecho- 
Slovakia, though I still doubt whether in 
itself the Protectorate amounts to annex- 
ation or aggression. 

Admitting evil, our problem is, how to 
overcome it. The religion we profess says, 
with good. In terms of practical politics, 
and not to speak of purely spiritual 
agencies, that means, push on now with 
trade agreements; tell Germany now that 
we are willing to consider her colonial 
claims or any grievance that remains from 
the sad legacy of Versailles. 

To many this will sound mere folly, but 
perhaps it is just by making holy fools of 
themselves that Christian leaders can 
retain their right to lead. 

FRANCIS A. EVELYN, 
Anglican Chaplain in Vienna, 


c/o Lloyds Bank, 16 St. James's Street, London, 
S.W.1. 


With reference to the comments on the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury’s words recently in the 
House of Lords. Let us not be too hard on him. 
It is so natural, so human to deny Jesus. It is 
only by Divine help we can confess Him. It 
may be that Jesus will yet look on the Arch- 
bishop and cause him to shed bitter tears of 
repentance and so save his soul. 

F. CROWSLEY. - 

Sherwood Lane, Lower Wick, near Worcester. 


“Why War?” 

It was with a certain amount of surprise I 
read in Peace News of March. 31 that the PPU 
are pushing the sales of C. E. M. Joad’s new 
book Why War? I fully appreciate the fact that 
it is wise for the pacifist to read all shades of 
opinion upon the Question of peace and war, 
but that an organization which has as its roots 
an absolute “No” to war to “push” the sales of 
a book whose main positive argument is in 
support of a modified form of collective security 
strikes me as a litfle questionable. 

I feel I express the feelings of many pacifists 
when I question the validity of two of C. E. M. 
Joad’s basic assumptions, (1) that human life 
is not sacred; and (2) that the use of force is 
not always wrong, pages 56 and 59. Upon these 
points, however, the pledge we have taken allows 
for the widest divergence of opinion since a 
member of the PPU can be anything from a 
placid pagan to a Plymouth Brother. 

JAMES NORBURY. 
15 Stanhope Street, Levenshulme, Manchester. 


|" is literally impossible to publish all 


the letters we receive. 


Other things being equal, letters of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication. 
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3. For tropical Africa, a liberal charter 
of democratic rights, including: (a) com- 
pulsory free education; (b) freedom of 
speech, movement and association; (c) a 
minimum level of labour and social pro- 
vision; (d) popular African representation 
in the Colonial legislatures. 

Such a scheme is, as Leonard Barnes 
points out, more efficacious, than the 
policy of the pooling of colonies for 
the benefit of all the Imperial Powers 
because there is no sure ground for 
supposing that in practice, this latter 
policy would do more than provide 
sheep’s clothing for the interimperi- 
alist wolf, leaving the native no better 
off than he is at present. 

Ss. W. RANDOLPH. 

56 The Main Way, Chorley Wood, Herts. 
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National Petition 


Now that the first stage of the national 

campaign “for a new Peace Confer- 
ence” has been completed and the National 
Petition has been presented to the Govern- 
ment, I hope you will allow me space in 
the official organ of the Peace Pledge Union 
to thank the Union as a body, and groups 
and individual members throughout the 
country for the very considerable contri- 
bution which the PPU made to the suc- 
cess of the Petition. 


One of the most significant and satisfactory 
features of the campaign has been the measure 
of cooperation which the Petition has secured 
from those who—whatever their differences on 
more fundamental points—are united in support 
of a constructive peace policy. Nevertheless, the 
brunt of the responsibility for organizing the 
collection of signatures was borne in a large 
number of places by the Peace Pledge Union, 
and, speaking for the Petition Committee, I should 
like to record our appreciation of the energetic 
service which the groups gave to this work. 


At the same time, may I thank Peace News 
itself for the magnificent help which it gave to 
the Petition campaign from beginning to end? 
It would be unfair to underestimate the assist- 
ance given by the national and provincial press 
because in total it was very considerable, but the 
special attention which Peace News gave con- 
sistently to the Petition was of the greatest 
value in developing a sense of unity among 
those who were doing the work in all parts cf 
the country. 


Finally, may I assure all those who have co- 
operated with us that the Petition Committee 
in no way regards the attainment of a million 
signatures and the presentation of the Petition 
to the Government as the end of the campaign? 
The Petition has created a large and significant 
body of opinion committed to a constructive 
peace policy, and if the influence of this body cf 
opinion is to be made effective in the weeks and 
months ahead, it is essential that the movement 
should be maintained at active strength. The 
Petition Committee’ and the National Peace 
Council will hope shortly to make recommenda- 
tions for this purpose. 


GERALD BAILEY, 


Directing Secretary, National 
Peace Council. 


39 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


Militarists in the 
Nursery . 


As a father of three children I was greatly 
interested in the article under the heading 
“How we make Militarists in the Nursery,” 
in Peace News on March 10. 


My experience in the home confirms that the 
use of personal authority tends to create in the 
child a strong belief that life is a fight and it 
then adopts fighting in an open or hidden form 
as Miss Doris Raynor has so well stated. 


I do not regard parenthood as a position of 
authority. There is no need for this attitude, 
in fact, it has the reverse effect to that which 
most parents desire. 


I agree. with your correspondent “Len 
Chaloner” that preventive work is most urgently 
needed and some part of this should be applied 
in the home. 


How many of your readers are willing to 
begin by getting together to discuss the appli- 
cation of Miss Doris Raynor’s methods of sowing 
the seeds of peace? 


CECIL DUNKLEY. 
§, Colchester Drive, Pinner, Middlesex. 


Apzil 14, 1939 


WHEN Dr. Sheppard first invited men 

to sign a pledge renouncing war I con- 
fess I felt it to be too negative to be of any 
value ; and that it excluded women seemed 
as strange as to hope to give birth without 
their aid. But when, in June, 1936, Dr. 
Sheppard extended his invitation to 
women, and in a letter to the press said the 
immediate objectives of the union were 
not only the signatures of a million citizens 
of both sexes to renounce war, but the 
gathering of the keenest of these into 
groups throughout the country to train 
together to be the “ shock troops ” of peace, 
his appeal met with an immediate and over- 
whelming response. 


In that first official letter issued to mem- 
bers in the summer of 1936 we were urged 
to read The Power of Non-Violence, by 
Richard Gregg (in fact Mr. Gregg actually 
came to England as the guest of the PPU 
in order to help set the groups going), The 
Faith Called Pacifism, by Max Plowman, 
and Aldous Huxley’s pamphlet What are 
you going to do about it? The latter 
booklet and its companion, The Aims and 
Basis of Active Pacifism, are still the only 
booklets I know which state briefly what 
our movement first stood for, and a re- 
reading of them might well serve as a 
preparation for the discussions which will 
arise in the AGM. 


Isn’t it because we have strayed a little 
from the first high standard we set our- 
selves that we are bewildered and divided 
today? It is because our duties must be 
coming increasingly more difficult in a 
world that is so sick that it is likely to be 
worse before it is better, that we must 
admit our own human frailty and realize 
that only by the acceptance of a philosophy 
of life which entails self-training in addi- 
tion to its manifold activities, can we hope 
to face up to all our obligations and find 
ourselves able, in any crisis, to live what 
Gerald Heard calls “lives of non-violence 
and service and love.” 


WINIFRED CUMMINGS. 
59a Abingdon Villas, Kensington, W.8. 


Constructive Works 
‘and Unemployment 


My first reaction on seeing the unemploy- 
ment figures in the National Press on April 
4 for the month ending March 14, was 
naturally a feeling of relief that a reduc- 
tion had been recorded. 


Rearmament was undoubtedly mainly respons- 
ible for the 12,000 improvement in iron and steel, 
engraving and metal manufacturing, and it 
doubtless contributed the 9,000 drop in the cotton 
trade, the 8,600 in coal-mining and 2,900 in tin- 
plate manufacturing. 


However, when the amount of money which is 
being spent on armaments is compared with 
the amounts available for other enterprises of 
constructive and productive public works, it 
seems reasonable to suggest that although an 
arms programme may be beneficial to the few, 
in relation to the amount invested, it is hardly 
a source of real profit to the community as a 
whole. 


If a fraction of the amount being spent on 
armaments, for which money is being borrowed 
with little or no hope of it ever being repaid, 
was invested in public workwschemes in which 
private profit was a secondary consideration and 
was fixed at a reasonable minimum, and workers 
were employed at trade unién rates of pay, not 
only would the community by comparison ob- 
viously benefit as a whole, but the unemploy- 
ment problem would very soon cease to be acute. 


There are still 1,748,981 registered unemployed, 
apart from the tens of thousands of unregistered 
persons; and the total of those who form the 
“hard core” (people who have been unemployed 
for 12 months or more), shows no reduction; 
there are still over 280,000 of these unfortunateg. 


I would like to draw readers’ attention to the 
fact that the Poplar and Stepney Association 
Against Unemployment is holding its second 
public meeting in Poplar Town Hall, on April 
25, at 7.45 p.m. There are 900 free seats and 
there are, or rather were, 300 reserved seats, 
price is. The speakers will include George 
Lansbury, MP, Dr. Donald Soper, Rev. St. John 
B. Groser, Rev. William Dick and Dr. Alfred 
Salter, MP. 


WILLIAM G. MILLMAN, 


Secretary, Poplar and Stepney 
Association Against Unemployment. 


Trinity Hall, Augusta Street, Poplar, E.14. 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


Amen 


How Would Christ 
| Handle Hitler? 


A of Assissi that someone had stolen 
his coat. ‘Run after him and give 
him your shoes as well,” said St. Francis. 


That story answers my question but for 
the sake of anyone who cannot see through 
the significance of it I will explain. 


It is generally admitted among law- 
abiding citizens and nations that Hitler is 
a pirate. In plain English he is a thief. 
He has stolen Czecho-Slovakia and looks 
like appropriating other territory which he 
has no right to. 

To meet this lawlessness and stem these 
acts of wilful aggression Europe has be- 
come an armed camp with America as a 
vast military machine in the background. 
Politicians, newspapers, and a large pro- 
portion of the population of this and other 
countries are demanding that these things 
must cease and that we must catch the 
thief even at the expense of another world 
war. That is natural and from a human 
standpoint it is right. 


Stop and Consider 


UT when we call ourselves Christians 

and Christian countries surely it is 

advisable to stop and consider this political 
problem from a Christian point of view. 


The question is not what should we do, 
or what should our Government do—but 
what would Christ have us to do? To ask 
that question is to answer it. Or at least 
to allow Christ to answer it for us. He has 
answered it 1900 years ago not only by His 
life and death but by His recorded words. 

“ Resist not evil.” “If a man steals thy 
coat give him thy cloak also.” “Love your 
enemies and return evil with good.” These 
are not precepts or principles, they are 
direct and unmistakable commands. 

If we regard Hitler as a representation of 
evil then Christ’s commands would read 
“Resist not Hitler.” If we regard him as 


er 
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i a thief and he has stolen one country then 


—— 


Christ says “Run after him and give him 
another.” If we look upon him as an 
enemy then our plain duty is to love him 
and not to prepare to blow him and his 
country cff the face of the earth as we are 
doing at present. 


Stop This Sham Religion 


ET us stop all this sham religion and 
superlative hypocrisy. Hither we 
accept Christ and His teaching and base 
our laws and our actions upon that teach- 


Rector of Bawdeswell, Norfolk. 


Him, we will not have Him or His teach- 
ing.” But for us to grovel before the Cross 
on Good Friday and then to go out and 
make guns is surely to bring the curse of , 
Heaven on our heads as arch humbugs. 


If Hitler wants land, power, money or 
munitions let him have them—if necessary 
let him have the whole world. But we 
must not wait for him to come and take 
them and we certainly must not resist him 
if he does, but let us forestall him by offer- 
ing them to him freely. 


Policy of Resistance 


T is not for me to define a foreign policy 
or to say what should be done at home 
or abroad, but as a Christian moralist it is 
my duty to point out that there are only 
two ways open to the Statesmen of Eng- 
land today. The one is to adopt the policy 
of resistance and to conscript every man 
and every ounce of metal and boil them 
down into a gigantic fighting machine and 
go in and smash Germany or be smashed 
in the attempt. 


But if that is the policy let us first of all 
close our Churches and use them as Con- 
centration Camps for conscientious objec- 
tors, sack the clergy and supply them with 
bombs instead of Bibles, say openly and 
plainly that England will have nothing 
more to do with Jesus of Nazareth or the 
religion for which He stands; that He is a 
dreamer and a deceiver of men and a 
traitor to all true patriotism. 


I could respect such an England, and 
though I would not fight for her, I would 
at least say she is honest, and in a world of 
jungle law may she win. 

At present I feel nothing but pity for the 
blindness of men who though Christ is 
shouting to them the way of peace they 
rush headlong down to the abyss of 
destruction. 


The Way of Christ 


THE other way is the way of Christ. 
What is that way? 

Perhaps I could express it best by writ- 
ing in the form of a letter from an English 
Christian to the German Chancellor: 
“Dear Herr Hitler, 


“You must surely realize that since your 
rise to power you have caused a great deal 
of suffering, anxiety and worry to many 
people and today you are the chief reason 
for the terrific armaments race which is 
going on in so many countries. 


“But whatever you have done it is not 
my business to Judge you or to help to 
avenge the people whom you have persea 
cuted. If I judge you I condemn myself 
because none of us are without sin. Re- 
venge does not belong to man but to God. 
It is to Him that you will one day have to 
give an account of your life. 


Cripplegate Theatre 


The Curse of Mankind 


asks J. ANDERSON DAVIES 


MAN once complained to St. Francis ing or let us be honest and say, “Away with and our fearless faith we will give you all 


the armaments we have if you will care to 
accept them as a gift. 


A Peace Offering 


ss pN making you this offer I’m afraid it is 

not a very generous one as we are 
only giving you something which we have 
no need of. Yet we do it as a peace offer- 
ing to show how sorry we are that our 
Prime Minister should have treated you so 
badly at Munich in 1938. 


“He presented you with a dud cheque 
and was surprised when it came back six 
months later. He signed a Peace Pact with 
you and then came home and redoubled 
his efforts in preparing for war by speed- 
ing up National Defence and weapons of 
war. 


“This time there will be none of that 
underhand double dealing. We will prove 
our friendship by putting ourselves en- 
tirely at your mercy and give you our word 
as Christians that we will never arm again. 

“Further, if there is any way in which 
we can help you with territory, trade or 
money we shall be only too happy to do so. 


“Once again we apologise for the Ver- 
sailles Treaty and the harsh treatment 
which you have received at any time from 
our country. 


“Yours in friendship and fearless faith,” 


> 


How the 
Rev. W. H. Elliott | 
Replied | 

to a Challenge 


ySTMICNAECS, CHESTER SQUARE.E.S. 1, 


29th March, 1959. 


Porgive a brief letter in « very busy 
' dey. I em siaply overshelsed with work and sore 
' put fron the strats of the past fer weeks. 
: T am afraid that this ouestion of armasente 


” ds net one that I ever discuss in correspondence. The 


‘ meabers of the League of Prayer and Service pledge thee- 
selves to pray for positive peace. That is something 


we can all do. 


Bith all good wishes, 


Yours sincerely, 


IN a recent article in a 

daily newspaper, headed 
“Churches Can stop World 
War,” the Rev. W. H. Elliott, 
of the: League of Prayer and 
Service, wrote: 


“ Although I am all for peace I am 
not a ‘pacifist at any price,’ and 
realize the regrettable necessity for 
the amassing of armaments.” 


This led a member of the Peace 
Pledge Union who had been very 
interested in the League to write 
to Mr. Elliott, expressing great disap- 
pointment that a minister with his 
influence should condone the policy 
of armaments, and outlining the 
Christian pacifist view. Mr. Elliott’s 
reply is reproduced above. 


AN OPEN LETTER TO 


“The League of Prayer 


and Service ” 


As the views expressed in this Open 
Letter were believed to be those of many 
other pacifists, the Editor of “ Peace News” 
invited the Rev. W. H. Elliott to reply on 
behalf of the League of Prayer and Service. 

The Secretary of the League wrote to the 
Editor on Mr. Elliott’s behalf, declaring 
that the author of the Open Letter had “a 
completely wrong idea” of what was being 
said at the League’s meeting. He added, 
however, that Mr. Elliott did not propose 
to give an answer. 


A further invitation to any prominent 
member of the League to send an answer 
was addressed to the secretary, but no reply 
has been received. 


* 


GOLDEN LANE, E.G. (ALDERSGATE STATION)|“ A'S a Christian my plain duty is to love 


Saturday 
April 22nd 
3.30 p.m. 


R. H. WARD'S 
The 


ADELPHI 


ADMISSION. 2/6, 2/4, 1/2 (tax included). 


Builders 


Second production of the 


«* you, to treat you as I would like you 


to treat me and to help you in every way 
I can. 


‘As a Christian country England has no 
quarrel against you or against your 
country. We have come at last to realize 
that quarrels, hatred and war are wrong 
and contrary to the known will of God as 
expressed in the life and teaching of Jesus 
Christ. Realizing that war is wrong we of 
this country renounce it once and for all. 
We will never sanction or support another 
one or do anything which might be inter- 
preted as war-like. 


“The curse of mankind up to now has 
been fear. One country was afraid of 
another. Now we are no longer afraid of 
anyone as we are putting our whole faith 


GROU P/[and trust in God. 


“As we have no enemies and are afraid 
of no-one we no longer need the arma- 


Reservations from Gwen Lawrence, 10 Abbey | ments which we have. We understand that 


Gardens, London, N.W.8. 


ONE 


(MAI 44160). 


NIGHT ONLY 


you are spending a vast amount of money, 
which you can ill-afford, on war-like 
weapons, and so to prove our friendship 


MY Dear Friends,—In view of the 
~~ State of affairs in the world today 
in all humility may I appeal to you 
to join the Christian pacifists. May 
I point out that by your non-pacifist 
attitude you are making God a con- 
tradiction of God. 

You are confounding Him as you are con- 
founding all the people of the world and as 
the Established Church has always con- 
founded the people by preaching good and 
practising evil—preaching unity and prac- 
tising violence. 


Arms Obstruct Prayer 


[TF God is unity and love how can he make 
use of viclence and hate? If your 
prayers approach Him through mountains 
of armaments they will travel no further 
than the roof of your churches or the Albert 
Hall or wherever else they are offered. 
Prayer, to be effective, must pass through 
Christ who spurned the u&Se of violence. 
His self-defence was faith in God whom in 


the purity of His heart He had seen, and 
until our prayers and our lives are offered 
in that faith our words are as sounding 
brass or tinkling cymbals. 


The Church Offers Violence 


THe world today is on the verge of de- 

spair and all the Established Church 
can offer it is what the people who do not 
believe in God are offering it—violence and 
yet more violence. We can save the world 
even now if we raise Christ crucified and 
follow Him. 


At present the Church is prepared to 
send more millions of men to slaughter and 
be slaughtered in His name—to betray their 
Lord and betray all the martyrs of history, 
to try and justify all the crimes committed 
in His name in the Middle Ages, and to re- 
veat them It sings “Sufficient is Thine 
arm alone” and consents to spending mil- 
lions of pounds of the people’s money to 
buy arms of steel. 


“Tf You Persist...” 


MY friends, if you persist in this attitude 

the world is doomed and this fair 
earth will become hideous with corpses 
that were once men made in the image of 
God. To avert it the only way is for the 
Church of God to use the authority of its 
master, Christ. and say “Put back thy 
sword within its sheath, and put on the 
whole armour of faith in God and faith in 
the inborn goodness of man.” 

To the approaching two million of mem- 
bers of the League of Prayer I make this 
appeal—it is born of God. It is urgent and 
imperative, and cur prayers are a mockery 
until we are willing to do what our faith 
demands. 

I believe God is Infinite Personality and 
can only work through the spirit in man 
which constantly searches for those things 
which create goodness, and certainly the 
sword has never yet done that. 


@gne of the Peaonis 
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PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing and Advertisement 
Offices: 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 


Subscription Rates: 
Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes 
all who accept the pacifist doctrine no mat- 
ter what their approach. Its activity is not 
confined to the registration of those who 
are opposed to war but promotes and en- 
courages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups de- 
signed to achieve a communal peace men- 
tality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. 


Give your pledge on a post-card : — 


I renounce war and I will never support 
or sanction another. ° 
Sign this, add your address, and send the 
card to The Peace Pledge Union, 6 Ends- 
leigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


April 14, 1939 


Editor’s Point of View 


WE MUST 
NOT CEASE 


HATEVER may be the outcome of the 

Peace Pledge Union’s second annual 
general meeting, it is certainly to be hoped 
that it will not be carried away by fearful 
notions that the gravity of the inter- 
national situation calls for some special 
kind of action that pacifists have not, in 
calmer moments, seen fit to pursue’ or 
advocate. That is of the nature of panic, 
which must have less part in pacifist policy 
than in policies involving war. 

That the actual outbreak of war should 
—as it did last time—disrupt the peace 
movement was bad enough, though it is 
now well known that truth is the first 
casualty in war, so that such disruption is 
at least understandable. But any such 
dissipation before the event of war of the 
energies of those who are seeking peace 
would be a disaster of the first magnitude. 

That, incidentally, is the real reason for 
the deep regret with which so many paci- 
fists regard their fellows’ support of air 
raid precautions and other forms of 
“national service.” It has nothing to do 
with doctrinaire opposition to everything 
remotely connected with war, nor with any 
impossible desire to save one’s soul from 
the slightest inconsistency. It is because 
they do not regard war as unavoidable that 
they grudge any time or effort given to 
anything but avoiding it, and because any 
preparation for war undoubtedy makes it 
easier for people to accept war as the way 
out of the difficulties created by years of 
refusat to avoid it by removing its causes. 

But war is neither inevitable, even now, 
nor a way out of our difficulties—except as 
the way into fresh difficulties. Mr. Cham- 
berlain himself repeated, less than a fort- 
night ago, his own conviction of the 
futility of war, ‘“ which wins nothing, cures 
nothing, ends nothing,” though he still 
trusted that the most deliberate prepara- 
tion for it would prove a turning point 
away from it. If Hitler’s march into 

vague did not make it more possible to 
defend democracy by war than it was in 


1914, neither has Mussolini’s action in 
Albania. 


A new campaign seems to have begun to 
belittle the horrors of war After Lord 
Winterton's casual remark that, after all, 
you've got to die sometime and the battle- 
field is “quite exciting,’ Mr. Duff Cooper 
joins in with a deprecation of fears of 
“London lying in ruins and the end of 
civilization.” There is much to be said for 
t.1e removal of fear to whatever end, and 
little to be said for a “ pacifism” based on 
tear of war. Nevertheless, on purely prac- 
tical grounds—in the interests merely of 
material gain, and not of right or justice— 
it is still impossible to defend methods that 
sre so bestial in their operation and so 
destructive and long-drawn-out in their 
results as to more than cancel out any good 
that might conceivably come of them. 


Let not pacifists cease, therefore, their 
demand for a joint effort to meet the 
“ aggressors’ ”—and others’—~real needs, or 
their determination to resist war, or their 
efforts to win cthers to a like position. 


Humphrey S. Moore 


PEACE 


NEWS + 
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The Task Before Us In 
The Year Ahead 


MESSAGES FROM THE SPONSORS TO 
THE RANK-AND-FILE 


HE future lies within ourselves and we 

can go ahead cheerfully and without 

fear if we are prepared to accept the 
sacrifices demanded of us. 

Our job is not to tie ourselves up with 
restrictions but to release the human spirit 
that is aching to be free. If we are free 
ourselves we can free others, and also pre- 
serve the freedom without which we can- 
not live. 

We are up against Fear and to be afraid 
is to succumb. I believe we are just be- 
ginning to feel our strength and by a great 
new effort we can take the initiative of 
leadership in a fear-striken world. 

Anyway let’s try, even if we fail in the 
attempt (and, by the way, don't let’s be 
too solemn!). 


John BARCLAY 


* 


THE international situation becomes ever 

more complicated and more a subject 
of bitter controversy among the supporters 
of different policies. 

Pacifists, who are naturally very con- 
cerned with international affairs (though it 
may be that we shall never get peace 
abroad until we get peace at home), are in 
great danger of being drawn into these 
rather futile discussions as to the relative 
aggressiveness of different governments, 
and as to whether Mussolini is more trust- 
worthy than Hitler or Chamberlain, &c. 

Such discussions lead nowhere, because 
all the governments are based on prin- 
ciples which are opposed to pacifism, and 
pursue, whether “ defensively ” or “ aggres- 
sively,” according to times ard circum- 
stances, policies based on force and the 
exploitation of subject peoples. 

We must keep always clearly before us 
our fundamental principle of the repudia- 
tion of all the methods of violent coercion, 
whether in domestic or foreign policy, and 
then we shall see more plainly our attitude 
to all those auxiliary services and policies 
the aim of which is to support existing 
régimes rather than to abolish them. 


Harold F, BING 


* 


KEEP your heads in all circumstances 
and remember that propaganda and 

mass emotion do not alter facts but merely 

place a false construction upon them. 

This coming year cannot be an easy one, 
and the first job of PPU members in times 
of crisis is to find out, explain and stand- 
by the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth.” 


Vera BRITTAIN 


* 


A® each international situation succeeds 
another, I become, if it is possible, a 
more convinced pacifist than ever. 

If once you have accepted pacifism as a 
faith which must pervade the whole of life, 
then the deeds or words of other people 
cannot shake you one iota or make you 
swerve from the course which will ulti- 
mately achieve the end you know to be 
right. This conviction that, however much 
we may fail individually, the pacifist faith 
put into practice is the only hope for civi- 
lization will spur us on to new effort as 
the PPU enters upon another year. 

I believe the most dangerous thing we 
have to contend with at the moment is the 
growing war mentality deliberately being 
manufactured by the press, but at least it 
is a thing which each of us individually 
can do something to combat. To keep our 
minds clear at a time like this, determined, 
as far as we can, to see the truth under- 
lying each new situation as it arises; realiz- 
ing that, however much we may abhor the 
methods of dictatorship, those of imperial- 
ism have been little if any better, will be 
a tremendous contribution toward peace. 


The atmosphere has at last been clarified, 
the so-called policy of appeasement has 
been thrown overboard and quite openly 
democracies and dictatorships alike are 
playing the game of power-politics with all 
the evil that it involves. We know that 
war, or at any rate the triumph of might, 
is the inevitable result of that game; but 
we also know that, if we can influence 
enough people to accept the pacifist faith, 
power politics themselves will be defeated 
not by the threat or might of force, but by 
the victory of justice and brotherhood. 


Mary GAMBLE 


* 


PACIFISM is friendship in action. It is 

not dependent upon leadership or de- 
mocratic government, upon a political or 
religious creed of any kind, or anything 
except a concern for the actual lives of 


other human beings, and an absolute re-- 


solve not to be the means of their destruc- 
tion. 

Pacifism works like leaven in the heart, 
mind and conscience of anyone who is 
honestly willing to face the truth as he 
sees it, and to endure all things for the 
sake of the truth. But without friendship, 
it is as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. 
Thus the test of every pacifist meeting— 
whether it be a group meeting, a meeting 
of Sponsors, an annual general meeting, or 
a public demonstration—is the quality and 
amount of friendship generated by it. 

We are pacifists only in respect of those 
with whom we are friends; and nothing be- 
gets friendship as surely as a common 
cause actively and unselfishly pursued. So 
I say, look after the friendship within the 
PPU. Cherish the spirit and you will do 
the works. 

Get on with “the mental fight ’—and let 
it be a real mental fight to discover the 
rational, pacifist answer in every political 
emergency—knowing that our whole job is 
to spread the spirit of real, human, active 
friendship beyond the outworn, inhuman, 
artificial barriers of nationalism. 

“Patriotism” is not enough.” Active 
friendship is. But we must have it work- 
ing first among ourselves. 


Max PLOWMAN 


* 


STRIVE for Peace by thought, word and 
deed. 

Insist on Peace by argument and influence. 

Prepare for Peace by knowledge and 
research. 

Help peacemakers whoever they may be. 

Proclaim Peace rather than denounce War. 

Cherish Peace in your heart, mind and 
soul. 


Lord PONSONBY 


* 


THE glory of the PPU is that it combines 

such an amazing variety of views and 
policies within one great comradeship. 
Based upon the individual conviction of 
each member that war is both wrong and 
futile, we are committed at all costs to the 
pursuit of mutual understanding, and 
therefore of truth, for except upon truth 
no understanding can be built. 

Are we succeeding in being supremely 
faithful to truth and at the same time 
supremely understanding, not only of our 
opponents but of one another? We paci- 
fists are by nature just as queer folk, just 
as fond of our own way, as liable to 
jealousy and timidity as others; are we in 
the midst of this hard world successfully 
training ourselves to achieve victories by 
non-violent means? 

To those who will attempt this, vast 
powers are available, powers that can ulti- 
mately overcome all the hatred and wrong 
that is marring the life of the world. To 


lay hold of these powers and to live by 
them so that a new world may arise is an 
adventure worthy of the boldest of us. 


Maurice 
L. ROWNTREE 


* 


HE crises which were anticipated when 

Dick Sheppard first asked for signa- 

tures to a pledge against war, are now 
upon us. 

The signatures of that pledge have 
already become a Movement, but what is 
infinitely more potent and important, a live 
fellowship of people who believe not only, 
that war is the negation of every spiritual 
ideal which it is promoted to support, but 
that the practice of fellowship in personal 
relations and the discovery and advocacy, 
of the principles and policies that are con- 
sonant with and conducive to international 
fellowship and concord, should be their 
supreme concern. 

As the crises multiply, reason takes in- 
creasingly to wings and war hysteria 
spreads. This situation renders more diffi- 
cult the presentation of our message both 
in deed and word, while at the same time 
making it more urgent. 

The call of the times to the PPU is thus 
for supreme sacrifice, the exercise of its 
maximum power, which in the last 
analysis consists of the strength of char- 
acter and conviction of its members, and 
the expression of which each member, from 
a deep concern will define for himself. At 
the same time, common conviction will 
often issue in common action. 


Wiltred WELLOCK 


* 


qr is important in this coming year for all 
members to realize where they stand in 
regard to their pledge. The whole basis of 
the PPU is freedom of conscience to do 
what individuals feel to be right. 
Conscience is not only touched by gov- 
ernments in time of war but by ourselves. 
We must not allow ourselves to impose our 
own feelings on the consciences of others, 
nor must our loyalty to an organization 
come before our individual beliefs. 
Whatever is before us must be met freely 
on our own responsibility and cannot be 
mapped out for us by others of similar 


beliefs. 
Arthur WRAGG 


National Petition 
Report 


The National Peace Council has now pub- 
lished the official report of the National 
Petition “for a new Peace Conference” 
which was signed by nearly one million one 
hundred thousand British citizens. The 
report—a booklet of 20 pages—includes the 
names of over 600 leading sponsors of the 
Petition, the number of signatures from 
over 200 centres in all parts of the British 
Isles, and a record of the deputation which 
laid the Petition before the Prime Minister 
on March 20. Copies of the report can be 
obtained, price 4d. post free, from the 
National Peace Council, 39 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. 


Pax Festival in Holland 


People from many lands will gather to« 
gether in Holland from August 5 to 20 to 
try to find, in the sense of mutual and 
spiritual understanding, guidance and ways 
to meet the needs of today. 

The occasion will be the Pax Festival, 1939, 
which will be held at Castle Eerde, Ommen. 

Details are obtainable from: P. F. Representa- 
tion for Great Britain, “English Globetrotter 
Association,” Aysgarth, Manchester Road, Roch- 
dale, Lancashire. 


be 
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CONTRAST! 
Citeetéc TN nthe Me 


Mathematical Scholarship, 1939.10 D. N.deG. 
Allen, Scholar of Christ Church. 
ee 


9s. A WEEK TO KEEP 
THREE BROTHERS 


The Grimsby Coroner, Mr; H. Mountain, 
yesterday recorded a verdict of ** Death from 
myocardiac failure and prolonged under- 
neurishment ** on the body of ALBERT 
McUricH. 60, whose brother, Charles 
Edward, said at an inquest last week on the 
body of another brother that the three of 
them lived on an income of 9s. a week. After 
Colbert McUrich died Albert‘ was taken to 
hospital, but died on Saturday. Charles 
Edward is recovering. 


£140 A YEAR TO KEEP A 
YOUTH IN BORSTAL 


Tt was stated at London Sessions yesterday 
that the cost of sending a youth to Borstal is 
£140 a year. Sentence was postponed until 
next sessions on WILLIAM JOSEPH HAYDEN, 19, 
waiter, who had been committed for sentence 
after being convicted of assault. A detective 
said that Hayden was‘an Irishman and had 
previously been deported to Ireland. Within 
a few days, however, he. had returned to 
England. ‘“ He prefers to go to Borstal here 
rather than go back to Ireland to be un- 
employed,” added the detective. 

The Deputy CuHairman (Mr. A. W. Cock- 
barn, K.C.).~-"* Yes, costing the ratepayers of 
this country £140 a year for three years.” 


COLONEL 


This clipping from “The Times” 
of April 5, requires no comment. 


Stuart Morris’s 


Message 


(continued from p. 1) 


there are individual consciences which 
must repudiate war since they can do no 
other, the future of the PPU is safe. For 
there is the PPU. 

I know that many are hoping that one 
result of the annual general meeting will 
be the settlement of this difficult question 
of organization, if not for all time at least 
for a year or two! And I don’t want to say 
a word on that score. But I am concerned 
that the spirit which animated Dick Shep- 
pard shall continue to inspire every mem- 
ber and every action of the PPU. After 
all, it was his body that failed, not his 
spirit, which was perhaps even enhanced 
by the very weakness of his body. 

Moreover, I believe that under every 
fresh impact of violence we are coming to 
realize that nothing short of that sublimely 
simple spirit is going to stand the test. 
Anything which remotely savours of 
political expediency will falter—the con- 
viction which amounts to a faith alone will 


stand. 
Faith and Politics 


Tke PPU must help to conserve spiritual 
qualities in a world which more than ever 
is going after material ends. 


I believe that a Church which cannot / 


guide and inspire political action is un- 
worthy of the name of Christ, who is 
always the bold man of action calling his 
nation to fulfil its destiny. But the 
strength of the Church in the political field 
stands or falls by the reality of its spiritual 
quality, 

So too, as I see it, for the PPU. We 
cannot Jive in a world of concrete reality 
and think only in terms of the abstract, 
least of all we whose consciences are in- 
volved in this, but political action will 
always be less important than the spiritual 
values which it must enshrine, and the 
practice less vital than the faith which lies 
behind it. 

So in these critical days ahead I hope the 
PPU will become more and more a power 
for that peace which is not the goal of a 
political adventure, but the result of the 
establishment of spiritual values in ever 
increasing good will, as each of us can learn 
the better how to make a particular con- 
tribution to the common weal with every 
understanding that the gift of others will 
differ from our own. 


Embassies of Reconciliation 


Most people have probably come to hear 
of the Embassies of Reconciliation through 
Mr. George Lansbury’s visits to foreign 
statesmen, arranged by EoR. 

But these visits have been only a part of 
the work of EoR, which is now told in a 
report for 1937-38 just published. 

The report is obtainable from Embassies 
of Reconciliation, 16 Victoria Street, 
London. S.W.1. 


-TRAMPING TOURS ABROAD 


AS AN 


INFLUENCE 


FOR PEACE 


With the approach of summer, people are planning their holidays. 


This article, which gives some sug Sestions for tramping tours, des- 
cribes the work of the I.T.T., which has been in existence now for 
ten years, “ opening up foreign travel and making it a means for 
helping international understanding.” 


By HERBERT 


“the other fellow” lives spend a holi- 
day abroad. Fifty weeks of work, 
English institutions, and English news- 
papers are calculated to hem anyone in 
with a wall of queer notions. Personal 
contacts abroad and freedom in travel are 
most likely to bring it down. 
The maximum advantage is gained from 
a foreign holiday when one is able to look 
after oneself and go where one wills. Few 
“fortnighters ” and “ weekers” are so for- 
tunate, however. Some people, by the 
ubiquitous aid of large travel organiza- 
tions, go abroad Jike cases of china and 
return unmarked and unsold. For the 
majority, lack of money and ignorance of 
foreign languages has hitherto made such 
holidays but a dream. 


Fe a real change and a sight of how 


The Solution 


Before the Great War, a German school- 
master tackled the question of cheap holi- 
days for his charges—and youth hostelling 
was born. 


In England, a Congregational minister 
found a solution of a like difficulty in 
Guest Houses. Cycling became the rage 
with the widespread adoption of the 
pneumatic tyre. 

Dr. Frank C. Happold and his wife, Mar- 
garet Happold, noting these developments, 
felt that further progress should lie in open- 
ing up foreign travel and in making it a 
means for helping international under- 
standing. Thus, ten years ago, he led a 
mixed party of British folk tramping 
through the Rhineland. Out of the spirit 
and experience of that party International 
Tramping Tours grew rapidly. 

In 1936 no fewer than 1,400 individuals 
took part in these holidays. Of this number 
140 were non-British. In 1936 the tours 
organized totalled 73 and despite alarms 
1938 saw that figure surpassed in 89 tours. 


Whilst tours to the Vosges, Tirol, Czecho- 
Slovakia, and Denmark illustrate that the 
International Tramping Tours take people 
to areas of crucial importance to the peace 
of Europe, it will be found that attractions 
of sea-coasts, mountains, rivers, and lakes, 
to say nothing of historic towns, have been 
kept well in mind. 


Mountain climbers, for example, will 
have every chance to exercise themselves 
in tramps in Switzerland, Vorarlberg, 
Rumania, and Savoy. 


Lovers of coast scenery will have bath- 
ing and other delights on the tours in 
Northern Ireland, Brittany, Normandy, and 
the Channel Islands. 


Enthusiasts for lakeland quiet have a 
choice in holidays to the Black Forest, 
Scandinavia, and the Savoy. 


Tramps in the valleys of the Rhine, 
Loire, and Moselle (not forgetting the 
Yorkshire dales) give lasting memories to 
river seekers. 


Purpose of the I.T.T. 


T. Edmund Harvey, MP, the ITT Presi- 
dent, expresses the purpose of the organi- 
zation in the following message: 

A few days walking from point to point in 
friendly company with travellers of another 
race. a fortnight spent in the fellowship of 
youth hostels, train journeys in a third class 
carriage, and meals in a simple hostelry or 
by the wayside give an opportunity of getting 
to know something of the real life of another 


G. HAWKES 


people. Those who go to another country 
with the spirit of friendship in their hearts 
will find a response sometimes in unexpected 
places and will leave behind them unexpected 
seeds of good will often where they are greatly 
needed. 

International Tramping Tours is built 
around a spirit of communal and coopera- 
tive service shared and promoted by per- 
sons of all nationalities. Men and women 
of all political parties and religions make 
this service a real fellowship. 

Since the tours are voluntarily organized 
and led, the actual cost of an ITT fortnight 
or week is low. Those who plan such a 
holiday are invited to write for a tours 


programme: the honorary secretary, Mrs. 9 


Margaret Happold, 6, Bainbrigge Road, 
Leeds 6, will send a copy upon receipt of 
a stamped addressed envelope. 

In 1933 the ITT widened its scope and 
introduced cycling tours abroad. For this 
summer tours are available to Holland, 
France, Germany, Denmark, and Ireland. 


In the Cause of Peace 


Since its inception the ITT has had help 
from members of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national in developing tours abroad. This 
cooperation has done much to show “ fort- 
nighters ” the real life of the people whose 
hospitality they are enjoying. 

The purpose of International Tramping 
Tours is something more than the mere 
organization of foreign holidays at low 
prices. To many individuals—English folk 
and others—the tramps and cycling tours 
have given a wider horizon and a deep 
feeling of common humanity with the 
peoples of other lands which has found 
expression in lives newly dedicated to the 
cause of peace. 


The Time Tabie 
of the A.G.M. 


FOLLOWING is the time-table for 

the PPU annual general meeting 
to be held on Saturday and Sunday, 
April 15 and 16, in Friends House, 
Euston Road, N.W.1. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 15 
by George 


2 p.m. WELCOME 


Lansbury. 
Appointment of Standing 
Orders Committee. 
REPORTS by 
The Chairman; 
The Treasurer; 
The Group Organizer; 


The Editor of Peace News; 
The Hon. Secretary of the 
Resisters’ International. 
INTERVAL FOR TEA. 
Dedication of Dick 
Sheppard House, 6, 
Endsleigh Street. Miss 
Margaret Sheppard. Miss 
Oliver, Laurence Hous- 
man will take part. 
6.30—10 p.m. Discussion ON ORGANIZATION. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 16 
2.30—5 p.m. 


5 p.m. 


ELECTIONS. 
DISCUSSION ON POLICY. 


A Full Report 


will appear next week in 


“Peace News” 


~ 
. 


Seeing How the Other 


Fellow Lives 


LA LAUNCH, COLMAR. 
ALSACE 


National Petition 


What Deputation 
Told 
Liberal Leader 


CIR ARCHIBALD SINCLAIR, MP, the 
| Liberal leader, received at the House 
of Commons last week, a deputation repre- 
senting the 1,100.000 signatories to the 
| National Petitioa for a new Peace Confer- 

ence. 


| The Petition was presented to the Prime 
Minister on March 20. 


The deputation was introduced by Dr. C. 
E. M. Joad and its other members were:— 


Mr. C. Roden Buxton; Mrs. Duncan Harris 
(Chairman, the Women’s International League); 
Miss M. Jackson (President, the Civil Service 
Clerical Association); Mr. John Barclay, repre- 
senting Canon Stuart Morris (Chairman, the 
Peace Pledge Union); the Rev. Leslie Weather- 
, head; Mr. Graham White, MP; and Mr. Gerald 
Bailey (Directing Secretary, the National Peace 
Council). 
| 
| 
| GERMAN PEOPLE’S NEEDS 

In his introductory statement, Dr. Joad 
said that they realized that recent events 
had very seriously increased the difficulty 
of securing “the New Peace Conference,” 
but they remained convinced that there 
would be no real guarantee of peace until 
the economic rivalries and_ insecurities 
which were at the root of the political strug- 
‘gle had been at least mitigated, if not 
removed. 


The deputation suggested, therefore, that 
it was of the utmost importance, if the in- 
fluence of the German people was to be 
maintained on the side of peace, that 
declarations should be made here and now 
of our readiness to find a basis of peace fair 
to all nations great and small and, above all, 
of our readiness to make contributions on 
our own account to ensure justice and pros- 
verity for all peoples. 


SINCLAIR’S STATEMENT 


In reply, Sir Archibald Sinclair said he 
was much impressed by the measure of sup- 
port which the Petition had secured. He 
was in cordial agreement with its main 
theme and the case which the deputation 
had put. 


The Liberal Party had always stressed 
the importance of a solution of economic 
problems in their relation to peace. 


Nevertheless, the deputation would 
recognize that recent events had added 
enormously to the difficulty of securing 
immediately the world conference which 
they desired. It was essential first of all 
to re-establish the rule of law, but he agreed 
that it was most desirable first of all to con- 
vince the German people that no encircle- 
ment of Germany was intended and that 
any new “collective system” which it was 
possible to establish should provide justice, 
security, and equal rights and status for 
Germany as for all other nations. 


+ = 


. PEACE NEWS 


BOOKS 


How Germany Brings 
Imperialism Up to Date 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 


Bloodless Invasion. By Paul Einzig. Duck- 
worth, 2s. 6d. 


HIS book, which is concerned with 
he one aspect of the problem of Nazi 
Germany, sets out to do three things. 
1. Expose the methods by which Germany 
is seeking to extend her economic and 
political influence in Central and South- 
Eastern Europe. 2. Reveal the aims of 
Germany’s new economic drive in the areas 
mentioned. 3. Outline measures whereby 
to defeat those aims. 


The first of these tasks is admirably done. 
Germany’s methods of economic penetra- 
tion in the Danubian basin and among the 
Balkan Powers are described with astonish- 
ing clearness, so that even a schoolboy 
could understand them. Those methods 
are shameless and merciless being the last 
word in financial ingenuity. 


But it is just here that we should be on 
our guard. These new methods which 
Nazi Germany is trying out in South- 
Eastern Europe are just imperialism 
brought up-to-date. In brutality, in pur- 
pose and essence they are one with the 
methods of imperialism throughout history. 
Almost every oppressed people has had its 
chains of servitude fastened upon it in the 
name of liberty, for which it was deemed to 
be grateful to its “ liberators.” 


Germany’s Aims 


In the section dealing with Germany’s 
aims, the author soon loses his basis of fact 
and wanders wide in the realm of specula- 
tion. He is on safe ground when he says 
that Germany’s aim is “to secure raw 
material resources in countries which are 
accessible to her by land,” and also when 
he states that, given the food and raw 
materials of the Danubian and Balkan 
States, Germany’s supplies would still be 
inadequate for war-time purposes. 


It is therefore reasonable to assume that 
Germany will endeavour to bring within 
her economic control the Russian Ukraine 
in addition to the countries already named. 
Indeed, this purpose is’in accordance with 
the utterances of several Nazi leaders. 


Dr. Einzig goes much beyond this objec- 
tive, however. “It may be taken for 
granted” he says, “that having secured 
control over the vast territory between 
Austria and the Persian Gulf, she would 
... seek to expand along the Eastern and 
Southern Mediterranean, or she would turn 
eastward and aim at India.” Persia and 
Egypt are specially mentioned as probable 
areas of German economic penetration in 
the Mediterranean. 


Later we have this: 

“Provided that she is allowed to have her way, 
a stage may be reached at which she will control 
half the world and will claim the other half as 
her natural market. . .” 

And finally: 

“Even if Great Britain could manage to build 
up considerable armed strength, the idea of a 
‘State nostile to Nazism in the near neighbour- 
hood of the Nazi continent would not be tolerated 
by Hitler. Sooner or later he would make use 
of his supé¢rior strength to remove what we 
would always regard as a danger to Nazism. 
Nor would the distance that separates the 
American continent from Europe be an adequate 
safeguard against aggression by a Nazified 
Europe” 


Hitler as World Dictator 


And so, at last. we get Hitler as would-be 
World Dictator. Hence we are seriously. 
asked to take it for granted that one man 
can conquer, hold down by military might 
and exercise dictatorial power over, some 
1,700,000,000 human souls. 


Therefore we come to part 3, in which the 
authcr outlines the methods whereby the 
German purpose is to be foiled. If those 
methods succeeded they would deprive 
Germany of her “natural” and normal 
trade with the Danubian and Balkan 
States, and thus force war upon her as the 
only means of securing, in a capitalist and 
imperialist world, reasonable guarantees of 
satisfving her economic needs. 


We are thus driven back to the impasse of 
the status quo. To hold the view that 
Nazi Germany is aiming at world domina- 
tion, which all the elements within the 
Collective Security block are now fever- 
ishly trying to justify, is to make the status 
quo and the existing imperialist systems the 
ne plus ultra of their foreign policy, and 
thus to compel Germany to choose between 
war and economic impotence. And there 
can be no doubt as to what her choice in 
that situation would be. 


The first section of this little book is a 
most lucid account of Germany’s methods 
of economic and political conquest in 
South-Eastern Europe today, and is thus 
most valuable, but the later sections take 
us up a short cul-de-sac at the end of which 
is war. 


| Allin a Maze 


THE essence of a peace is to be eternal, 

and yet we never see one that lasts a 
man’s lifetime, nor hardly through a reign 
without being renewed several times. But 
ought one to be astonished that those who 
need laws in order to be just should be 
capable of violating them? 


Luc de Clapiers, Marquis de 
Vauvenargues. Réflexions et 
Mazximes, 1746. 


The above is an extract from the Peace 
and War anthology “° All in a Maze,” by 
Daniel George, with some assistance from 
Rose Macaulay. It is published by Collins, 
6s. net, 


The Public and the 


Criminal 


For Magistrates and Others. By Leo Page. 
Faber & Faber. 7s. 6d. 


Q@OMEBODY once said that a community 

should be judged by its treatment of 
its offenders; certainly a pacifist should 
be judged by his attitude to crime and the 
delinquent. 


The one golden rule in nine cases out 
of ten, is that fair judgement, common 
decency, and understanding embrace al- 
most all the treatment our criminals or 
potential criminals need, and these are 
matters in which every one of us can take 
a part. Public opinion ultimately rules 
our public methods, and we all help to 
make public opinion. 

Leo Page in two other recent books has 
done more than his share in an attempt 
to lead public opinion. This book, though 
not so full as his earlier work, is a useful 
compendium of speeches and notes he has 
made in recent months. 


SILLY SENTENCES 


Any pacifists who feel able to undertake 
as magistrates the task of judging their 
fellow-men, will be well helped in their 
work by the study of this book. Others, 
not charged with such responsibility, can 
and should as usefully read it, for much 
loose thinking and loose conversation 
would be checked by a grasp of the themes 
on which Mr. Page works. 


His first main line is that magistrates often do 
not study all! the implications of their actions 
and that great harm is done by silly and thought- 
less sentences. He returns to this again and 
again. though he makes his one mistake in 
following a plea for fully trained and legally 
qualified magistrates, by quoting an example of 
a very bad sentence which was recently imposed 
in the North; for the particularly ridiculous 
example was the work of a stipendiary magis- 
trate! From the many other cases he quotes it 
would appear that magistrates often not only 
fail to realize- what they are doing, but are 
pathetically unfit for their position 5 


Fhe second main line of the book is a plea fo 
the right use and better understanding of proba- 
tion; too often it is not scientifically applied at 
all, and zs every s»ial worker knows, there is 
hardly a probation officer in the country who is 
not grossly overburdened largely with material 
he should not be asked to handle, but in any case 
because the benches do not realize what con- 
tinuous effort is involved in the application by 
the officers of the Probation Act. 


AFTER PRISON 


The third line is that help for people 
coming out of prison must not only be 
adequate but must be constructive. With 
this we can heartily agree; prison sentences 
rarely do any good and should always be 
a last resort, and after prison, society must 
turn the other cheek and risk all disap- 
pointment, if the offender is to have any 
hope of benefitting by his treatment. 


One very enjoyable speech on the organization 
of after-care for prisoners reads very well. A 


statutory commission which had all its recom- 
mendations turned down flat by the Discharged 
Prisoners’ Aid Societies at what Mr. Page calls 
a ‘fantastic meeting ” (at which he was one and 
I was another of a minority of four), now finds 
the societies, voluntarily reorganized, going 
from streogth te strength on lines very similar to 
those condemned, and putting into operation one 
by one’the steps the commission proposed! It is 
all to the good that this should be so. 


Pacifists seeking a task to justify their paci- 
fism, might well turn to the preventive or recon- 
structional work to which this book is a stimu- 
lating guide. 


Frank Dalmeny 


takes you 


to FRANCE 


See France and her people this 
Summer. 15-day holiday tramp- 
ing tours are a happy means. The 
Lorre Vauiey (and Paris), the 
wooded VoscEs Mts., the French 
Apes, .little-kKnown AUVERGNE, 
rocky-coasted Brrrrany—all ex- 
tend a welcome. From London 
costs are £9 to £11 per tour. 
LT.T. tours start July 1, 8, 15 29; 
August 5, 12, and 19. 


60 Tours—Programme post free from Hon. Sec.: 
6, BAINBRIGGE RD., LEEDS, 6 
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There are Twelve 
Bodies in Ameriea 
Working for Peace 


(Continued from page 2) 


security. Collective action is getting a few 
of these nations to prevent the wrong- 
doing of some others of these nations, and 
it is at this point that we refuse collective 
action. 


Movement’s Responsibility 


This neutrality idea of ours is based on 
our experience in the World War, into 
which we went not on sound bases but be- 
cause we were told it was for righteousness 
and the rest of it, whereas really we had 
sold so much to you and to France that we 
were afraid of losing it if we did not get in. 


Now we propose that before we get into 
another foreign war the reasons shall be 
laid before us and that we shall not be 
sucked in involuntarily. We therefore say, 
before a war begins let us prevent dis- 
tinguishing between aggressor and victim. 
A lot of people in America say that is im- 
moral, and they may be right. The other 
school of thought says it is more immoral 
to throw young men into war through 
accepting a fiction that war will save 
democracy. 


Our task is to keep war out of the world; 
to get America into a World Court, to get 
America into the League or a league of 
nations; and to give concerted aid to solve 
the world’s problems. Let America take 
her extraordinary hoards of gold and throw 
them into the world’s need. 


We now control about 58 percent of the 
world’s gold supply, of which five billion 
dollars worth are simply buried in Ken- 
tucky. Only today I talked with a man of 
extraordinary knowledge in your City, 
whose name is known all round the world, 
and when I proposed this thing he said he 
had never thought of*that. My proposal is 
not original, that America should take 
these five billion dollars and make them a 
basis for a World Recovery Fund. We be- 
lieve that to keep war out of the world, 
America should aid every peaceful effort 
in the world. 


No War for America 


Secondly, if we fail there and other 
nations go to war, our job is to keep 
America out of that war. Our belief is that 
wars are like fires and must be kept small. 
Do not let them spread. And to avoid any 
misunderstanding, let us now say to all 
nations, you cannot count on us as a source 
| of war materials. Only so can we hope to 
stop something of the power of the muni- 
tion makers in the United States. 


But if we say that we are not going to 
ship materials to any country when a war 
begins that means we are going to have a 
surplus in our country, men are going to 
be out of work, and we may have fascism 
in America to prevent our going into a war. 
This is serious. And yet we believe that 
the danger is a little less than the danger 
of going on as we are. 


Thirdly, our problem is this: if we can- 
not keep war out of the world, and if war 
starts somewhere, we say, and it may seem 
selfish to you, if we are in a war, let us not 
have it over our houses and our soil. Let 
us say to our armed forces what they are 
responsible for. That has never been done. 


rr, 
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AND BOREDOM 


is better than 10% and incessant worry. 


Investment in St. Pancras Building 


almost boringly safe—every pound is always 
worth a pound. In addition, interest is paid 
free of income tax, and shares or deposits 
can always be realised on short notice and 


without formality. 


The secretary will forward the_ society's 


"Guide for Investors" free on 


Society is 


request. 


Managing Director : E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, PARKWAY, N.W.1 
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C. W. HOPE-GILL 


“Speaking Personally” 
challenges every PPU 


member .... . 


FTI is a commonplace that very 
“ often the most obvious things 
are the most easily overlooked, and 
many of us must be aware that we 
are by no means free from that 
danger in the Peace Pledge Union. 


The article by Andrew Stewart and 
“ Action’s” letter in Peace News of March 
24, with their call to us all for an unflag- 
ging and consistent witness to our faith, 
now more needed than ever, each in our 
own particular way, came most oppor- 
tunely. 


The same urgent need was expressed at 
the Kingsway Hall on March 29, when it 
was most encouraging to see and hear six 
Sponsors in one evening (one only regrets 
that such occasions are so rare!) reminding 
is of the fundamental ‘simplicity of the 
pledge on which Dick Sheppard founded 
the PPU and on which we are all united. 


One after another spoke of the necessity 
of getting back to that and of redoubling 
our efforts to try to live up to it, doing our 
utmost to make it known far and wide, and 
above all, of showing the greatest charity— 
both to our fellow members whose ways 
differ from our own in working for 
pacifism, and to those who are just as sin- 
cere as ourselves but are working against 
us. 


Essential Task 


We ought each to be constantly asking 
ourselves whether we are doing as much as 
we might to influence everyone with whom 
we come in contact every day at this time. 
Surely any true pacifist should aim at just 
simply living and working for his cause as 
hard as if there was a perpetual “ crisis,” 
and not overlook this more obvious (and 
more difficult) task, which is nevertheless 
the most essential, in the natural desire 
to be doing something more spectacular 
(and easier) at any particular time. 


In this connexion the following extracts 
from F. L. Yates’s letter and Maurice Rown- 
tree’s article in Peace News of March 31 are 
peculiarly appropriate and well worth 
quoting: 

“It is just at this time that the pacifist wit- 
ness must be strongest—the pacifist faith is a 
fundamental one and does not depend on what 
Hitler or anyone else does. 

“Qur movement will succeed only if there is 
mutual trust and cooperation throughout every 
part of it. To secure that mutual trust and co- 
operation the responsibility and initiative of all 
must be welcomed and encouraged.” 


= * * 


‘TO take a topical analogy, the PPU may 

be compared to a Boat Race crew, each 
individual member of which willingly sub- 
jects himself to months of rigorous training 
involving considerable sacrifice of his time, 
pleasure, and money--comparable to what 
is demanded of us (if we really want paci- 
fism to win) in regular attendance at every 
group meeting, putting it before other en- 
gagements, and giving as much as we 
possibly can to our funds. 

Just as no two members of a crew are 
alike when they get into the boat, so each 
one of us is different when we sign the 
pledge and bring our own special contribu- 
tion to the common cause. 


As one man rows on one side and one on 
the other and both are equally essential to 
the propelling of the boat in the right 
directioh (and each adapted specially to his 
own side), let us try to appreciate the value 
of the efforts of those who have come to 
the pacifist position from varying angles 
and are working for it in ways best suited 
to themselves, even if not the same as our 
own, instead of wasting our time pulling 
one another to pieces over things that are 
not essential. 


Finally, as stroke relies on the whole- 
hearted response of each oar and would be 
impotent without it, so the Sponsors de- 
pend on the fullest active support and 
backing of each one of us, if the PPU is to 
go forward. 


POPLAR AND STEPNEY ASSOCIATION AGAINST 
UNEMPLOYMENT 


PUBLIC MEETING,.. POPLAR TOWN HALL 
TUESDAY, APRFE—-25, 7.45 p.m. 
Speakers : George Lansbury, M.P.; Dr. Donald 


Soper; Rev. St. John B. Groser; Dr. Alfred 
Salter, M.P.; William G. Millman. 
Chairman: Rey. WILLIAM DICK. 
Limited number of reserved tickets, 13., from W. G. 
Millman, Trinity Hall, Augustus Street, Poplar, E.14, 


PEACE NEWS 


yOu 


In rowing no detail is too small to be 
overlooked, but is regarded as essential to 
success, and it is just the same with paci- 
fism, as Dick Sheppard often reminded us. 


It might therefore be useful quite briefly 
to tabulate some, in case one or another 
may have escaped some of us, and in the 
hope that they might perhaps stimulate 
some fresh line of action to keep us busy 
unitedly driving the PPU forward in one 
direction. They have been gleaned from 
past issues of Peace News and the weekly 
group circulars, and are not meant by any 
means to be exhaustive, but it is hoped that 
anyone who has further suggestions to 
make will send them in to PPU head- 
quarters or Peace News to be of benefit to 
us all:— 


Have you made sure that every person 
in contact with your group (who feels he 
can) has signed and sent a pledge card to 
HQ? 

Do you attend every meeting of your 
group without fail? 


Are you meeting for one purpose or 
another at least every other week, or pre- 
ferably weekly if at all possible? 


Do you wear your badge and/or ‘tie 
always and everywhere? 


Do you take, and read, Peace News each 
week and have you asked everyone in your 


C. W. HOPE-GILL, Peace Pledge 

Union “ambassador” in Hamp- 
shire, is the 2ist contributor to our 
series “Speaking Personally,” which 


is a forum for the expression of 


Next week 
LAURENCE HOUSMAN 
will write in this series. 


individual views. 


group to do so too, and take a spare copy 
(or as many as you can) to leave in any 
public room, train, bus? 


Are you displaying a poster continually 
in your window or on your gate, and are 
your group renting a space on a prominent 
hoarding or railway station for showing 
one? 

Have you got Peace News into your local 
library and your newsagent to take, say, 
half a dozen (or more) copies, which your 
group would buy if he does not sell them, 
and to display a Peace News poster every 
week? 


Is your group supporting, or at least help- 
ing to keep, a child at Basque House, or any 
other home for refugees, and are you using 
the Basque Stamps regularly on all your 
letters? 


Has your secretary got in touch with 
every other organization in your town— 
church, guild, Women’s Cooperative Guild, 
Toc H, debating society, political party, 
YM. & Y.W.C.A., &c., with a view to their 
having a pacifist speaker at their meetings 
sometimes? 


Are you cooperating with the local 
branch of the Fellowship of Reconciliation? 


Do you get up public meetings as fre- 
quently as you might, and do you go to 
those of other organizations to ask 
questions? 


Are you taking your turn in selling Peace 
News in the streets regularly? 


Has your group had a poster parade 
lately, or can you persuade them to try one 
now? 


Is there something in your local paper 
every week from one or other of your group 
in a letter or article? > 


Have you arranged for a site for open-air 
meetings to be held regularly from May to 
October, and are you training yourself to 
take part in them? 


Do you not only use but make every 
opportunity possible for starting a conver- 
sation with your neighbour by wearing a 
badge and reading Peace News wherever 
you are? 

, Have you done your share of visiting 
every member on the list who does not 
come to meetings, and of house-to-house 
canvassing with literature systematically 


ARE YOU SURE YOU 
ARE DOING EVERYTHING 
CAN FOR PEACE? 


with your group? 

Has your group “adopted” a family in 
a distressed area or your own town, by 
writing, sending gifts of money, food, and 
clothing, or personal visits if practicable? 


Has every member, in a position to do so, 
offered hospitality and/or a guarantee for 
a refugee? 


NO one of these questions is less essential 
i than the others, and Headquarters or 
Peace News will gladly give details of how 
all of them may be carried out, but it would 
seem that if every one of us were able to 


THE BARN obyr'¥'sriscor 


testation of democracy and freedom, the 

rich “ruled the roost,” there dwelt a 
wealthy and autocratic squire. This squire 
owned a great portion of the land, inciud- 
ing a number of villages and a small mar- 
ket town, the inhabitants of which rented 
their farms and cottages from him, and 
were mostly employed by him in various 
work on his estate. Within his domain his 
word was law, and none in it dared to 
openly oppose him, for if any ever ques- 
tioned his authority or interfered with his 
schemes he dismissed them from his em- 
ployment and turned them out of their 
abodes. 

Once, in the past, a few men of strong 
character and exceptional courage had 
banded together and attempted to_ resist 
him in an unjust process; but, having no 
support from the rest of the inhabitants, 
who were afraid to join with them, they 
had suffered the inevitable penalty, and 
they and their families were cast adrift. 

Since then the people had generally suc- 
cumbed to a state of dull submission, 
thinking it wise to remember whence came 
their “daily bread.” 


[: a country where, despite much pro- 


* 

Now, near the squire’s residence, on a 
space of grass bordering the narrow, but 
most frequented road through the estate, 
there was a great barn. It was a store- 
house for machinery and implements used 
in the work on the estate, and, owing to 
the squire’s tyrannical system in the con- 
duct of his affairs, was commonly called 
the Armaments Barn. Just beyond it the 
road turned abruptly and ascended a steep 
hill. Here was a very dangerous situation 
for motorists, for the position of the barn 
made it impossible to see what lay ahead. 

There were many accidents, and, as time 
passed, many were the killed and injured. 
The people murmured among themselves, 
and all agreed that if the barn were pulled 
down the accident would cease. 

At last one man, regardless of conse- 
quences to himself, went to the squire and 
besought him for the sake of common 
humanity, to pull it down. 

“What!” roared the Squire, ruby red 
with rage. “My barn that has stood there 
for over three hundred years! Pull it 
down? You're impudent! and—and— 
you're sacked. Get out!” 


* 


The following day there was another 
fatal accident, and the Squire, who was 
still fuming at the threat to his property, 
began to think. He'd see everyone in hell 
before he’d demolish his barn; but perhaps 
“noblesse oblige ” and “ the old school tie” 
made it advisable for him to do something 
or other. 

A few days later he sent out notices 
announcing that he was having a room in 
a dilapidated cottage, which had become 
unfit for tenancy, repaired and equipped 
with beds and necessary furniture for 
“first aid” treatment of those who hap- 
pened to be injured in road accidents on 
his estate. He also made arrangements 
with a local doctor to attend whenever re- 
quired, and informed the parson that he 
would probably be wanted. 


Finally he called upon the young men to’ 


volunteer for service as stretcher-bearers, 
in terms that hinted at the foolishness of 
refusal. 


| Miss Muriel Lester, whose personal 


| 


answer “ Yes” to each we should soon have 
a million members, our constitution would 
look after itself, and we should have no need 
to be asking “ What can we do now?” but 
all of us would find enough to do for 25 hours 
every day in the more obvious and vitallv 
important ways of helping the PPU 
forward. 


Dick Sheppard conceived our movement 
as a venture of faith, and, just as faith with- 
out works is dead, so the essence of its 
life is freedom, spontaneity, reckless aban- 
don, and initiative; to circumscribe its 
method, or too rigidly to confine or define 
its actions will kill it, and is surely alien 
to the spirit of our founder. 


The great barn remained, and the road 
accidents continued, while the Squire 
never tired of telling everyone that he was 
doing all he possibly could to relieve the 
sufferings of the victims, and that he was 
prepared to go to even greater expense in 
provision for the “cottage hospital” if 
it became necessary. 


* 


Then a dreadful thing happened. 

The Squire, who always enjoyed “ good 
wine and goci company,” was returning 
in his big car from a convivial gathering in 
celebration of the New Year. 

The night was bitterly cold, the roads 
slippery with ice, and he passed through 
intermittent patches of fog as he raced 
recklessly homeward. 

Before he was aware, he reached the hill, 
and was rushing downward. Then, at the 
turn in the road, the car skidded and 
crashed into the barn. 

At dawn.a farm labourer passing that 
way was astonished when he turned the 
corner and saw the barn. The end by the 
road was shattered, and the splintered 
timbers strewn around. Entering the barn 
through the gaping hole he found the over- 
turned, crumpled car, and lying beside it 
the dead body of the Squire. Horrified, he 
hurried away and gave the alarm. Later 
he returned with some of his fellow 
stretcher-bearers and they carried the body 
to the “cottage hospital.” 


* 


The Squire’s son, who now “reigns in 
his stead,” repaired the barn, and the road 
accidents still continue. But there are 
those who have not lost hope that some 
day the people, realizing that “union is 
strength,” will league themselves together 
and raze that great barn to the ground. 


Birmingham Conference 


Againsi Conscription 


A CONFERENCE will be held in the 
Priory Rooms, Upper Priory, at 7.30 
p.m. on Monday, May 1, for the purpose of 
forming a Birmingham and District Branch 
of the No Conscription League. 
Over 300 organizations have received 
invitations to the conference and peace 
and religious bodies will also be invited. 
All, however, who are determined to 
oppose military and industrial conscription 
are urged to attend. The conference will 
be addressed by James H. Hudson, who 
will speak on the very grave danger of 
‘conscription leading on to British Fascism. 
Your organization is. invited to send up 
to three delegates to this conference, at a 
fee of 6d. each, payable in advance. Visitors 
will be welcomed at a fee of 6d. each, pay- 
able at the door. Delegates’ tickets and 
further details are obtainable from the 
convener, John Ballinger, 41 Copthall Road, 
Handsworth, Birmingham, 21. 


Community in the Far East 


acquaintance with China and Japan enables 
her to speak with knowledge of actual con- 
ditions, will speak on “Community in the 
Far East” at the Dick Sheppard Centre, 
Bayswater, at 8 p.m, on Monday week, 
April 24. 


_— 
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JOLIN BARCLAY writes from Room 13 


GATHERING 
OF THE 
CLANS! 


FroM all parts of the British Isles mem- 
bers of the PPU are coming to the 
second Annual General Meeting. My mes- 
sage to all those representing groups is ‘I- 
hope - this - finds - you - as - it - leaves - me 

-at-present-in-the-Pink!” 
The more hopeless the circumstances in 
which we found ourselves 


The G in the War the more often 
1¢ STOUP | did I read that message 


Secretary’s when sitting in my dugout 
Weekly near Ypres censoring the 
Notes letters of my platoon. I 
remember, too, how after 

one particularly bad speli 

in the trenches near Menin Gate in 1917 


The Notice 
. Board 


Items must be received by MONDAY. 


Meetings 

Kingston and Surbiton group now has a pitch 
in Kingston Market Place for open-air meetings 
on Sunday evenings at 7.45 p.m. Peace News 
sellers wanted. 

Liverpool.—Peace Group will meet Mondays 
at 7.30 p.m. in Friends’ Meeting House, Hunter 
Street 

Poster Parades 

Glasgow.—Parades every Saturday night in 
April. Apply PPU Office, 534 Sauchiehall Street, 
Glasgow. 

Chiswick.—Volunteers wanted for parade 
tomorrow (Saturday), advertising public meeting. 
Meet at 34 Dukes Avenue, Chiswick, at 6 p.m. 

There will be poster parades and Peace News 
selling from Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1, every Saturday at 6.45 p.m. 

“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Glasgow.—Selling every Saturday night in 
April. Apply PPU Office, 534 Sauchiehall Street, 
Glasgow. 

Gravesend.—New Road every Friday from 6.30 
to 8 p.m. Write Donald Port, 143, Singlewell 
Road, Gravesend. 

Sparkhill and Sparkbrook.—Members here 
wish to maintain six selling posts every Friday 
(5.30 to 8 p.m.). Write Ronald A. King, 370 
Sarehole Road, Hall Green, Birmingham, 28. 

Birmingham.—Further volunteers wanted for 
street selling every Friday (4.30 to 8.30 p.m.) for 
hour or more. Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 22 Hem- 
yock Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham 29. 

Miscellaneous 

Volunteers wanted to poster parade or sell 
“Peace News” on June 3, at upen-air meeting, 
Tonbridge. Also volunteers to help run Peace 
Book Shop. June 3 to 9. Write: Tonbridge 
Secretary, 20 Barden Park Road, Tonbridge, 
Kent 

Learn German quickly.—War Resisters’ Inter- 
national highly recommend refugee friend teach 
German privately or classes arranged by groups 
in London area. Also coaching for examination. 
Necessary to earn. Apply WRI, 11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, Middlesex. 

Liverpool.—Anyone in this district desiring 
peace literature, posters, leaflets, &c., is invited 
to cal! on Mondays or inquire from M. Muriel 
Shearér, 44 Oxford Road, Bootle. Liverpool, 20. 

Chiswick.—Stewards wanted for public meet- 
ing in Chiswick Town Hall on Monday, April 17. 
Please communicate with Raymond Le Mage, 
34 Grosvenor Road, Chiswick, for particulars. 


PRINTING and PUBLICITY 
es 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-7, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 
LONDON, N.W.2. 
Telephone: +. « «© + « GLAdstone 1234. 
” 


100% Members Peace Union. 


Pledge 


we came out to a specially comfortable 


billet in a Chateau, and the first letter I 
read ran, “We are up to our necks in mud.” 


* * * 


The world has become pretty beastly 
again and misery abounds—so the message 
from the PPU must be cheerful. We have 
such a tremendous responsibility and if we 
fail to rise to it we shall never forgive 
ourselves. For my part I am looking for- 
ward to meeting old friends and to hearing 
the views of scattered groups as well as to 
being told of the impossibility of forming 
a group in a place like Blimptown! 


It will be time well spent if from it 
comes a new sense of fellowship and a 
greater realization of our unity. 


* * * 


Since we met last year we have had time 
to consider the implications of our pledge, 
and during the crisis of last September we 
faced up to the possibility of having to 
implement it. 


Because of that crisis when war seemed 
imminent people have become aware of 
the issue. They have to choose between 
peace or war-—-and they have no middle 
course and can no longer sit on the fence. 


* * * 


If each member of the Peace Pledge 
Union can sink his personal differences and 
will give the whole of his thought to the 
future policy and will back whatever pro- 
posal emerges—we shall create a new 
enthusiasm and a new optimism which will 
be infectious. 


We are faced with a challenge far greater 
than before—a challenge to our pacifist 
spirit. On all sides “parties” and “groups” 
are losing their faith and are rent with 
bitterness and hate. We must meet this 
with a burning faith of conviction and a 
passionate belief in our vision. 


We can give a lead if we will forget our- 
selves and be prepared to serve humanity. 
All that we need is the will. 


PEACE NEWS 


STM 
Under the Oak Tree 


THE RELIGIOUS 


OUTLOOK 
tS attinr By Theo Wills mun 


A MATTER of interest to many but which 

has scarcely ever been touched on in 
these articles is the religious outlook of 
our children. The subject may be a deli- 
cate and complex one, but a few hints are 
available. 

The children came, of course, from an atmos- 
phere of clashing if not rabid ideologies and 
were politically conscious to a degree which 
would be unusual in an English child. In the 
early days a small girl of ten, anxious to settle 
a lurking doubt, put her arm round the 
shoulders of the present writer and said, “You 
are a good red, aren't you, Theo?” Red for her 
had become synonymous of all that is good. 
The grim answer, “I’m Mussolini’s son!” reduced 
her to howls of laughter, and she dropped the 
subject. 

The notorious works of the Church in Spain 
have left an unpleasant taste in these children’s 
mouths, but they are not incapable of the 
religious impulse. After a concert in London, 
a small group visited St. Paul's and came across 
the pieces of the real temple at Jerusalem fixed 
in the wall of one of the aisles. “Why, Jesus 
Christ himself may have touched that stone!” 
said one, incidentally the staunchest republican 
of the party. And at her suggestion we all 
solemnly and sacramentally touched the stone in 
turn. This was not done superstitiously, but 
reverently. 

We have a perfectly healthy minded and 
lively youngster, whose daily life belies her 
philosophy, who professes to have been “ dis- 
illusioned” by reading the works of Blazco 
Ibafez and to take a cynical view of life! On 
the other hand. one of our boys of a particularly 
thoughtful turn of mind made himself a little 
trade mark with which he endorsed his letters. 
bearing the motto “A good day is coming!” Isn't 
this just the Gospel in a nutshell? 

These are by way of being specimens from the 
world of these children’s minds. 

= ™ m 

This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street. London, W.C.1. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


VAULT TADTTTULA TOTO 


* April 14, 1939 


PACIFISTS AND 


REFUGEES 
How Groups Can Help 


By DAVID SPRECKLEY 


THE whole problem of the refugees is in- 
creasing daily, and I am still convinced 

that here is the greatest opportunity for 

pacifists to do active peace service. 

The question is obviously one for govern- 
ment action, but we cannot expect the 
Government to act if they are not sup- 
ported by public opinion. They cannot take 
unlimited steps unless the public first shows 
its willingness and capability to do its 
share. And the way this can be done is 
through the formation of local refugee 
committees. 

Local committees, of which there are 
now about 60 are formed of representatives 
of the town council, religious bodies, cham- 
ber of commerce, rotary club, and other 
such local organizations. Their functions 
are to arrange for hospitality, welfare 
work, openings for trainees, specialists, and 
domestic servants, and so on. 

Local committees are essential if any big move 
is to be made, but the Coordinating Committee 
is having great difficulty in finding people with 
the initiative to start them. I saw a member 
of that Committee the other day and suggested 
to her that Peace Pledge Union groups could 
help in this way. 

Here is a chance for every one of our groups 
to make its presence felt and to do positive 
peace service. Special advice on how to form 
local committees and details of their functions 
and workings have been issued by the Coordinat- 
ing Committee for Refugees. Bloomsbury House, 
Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C.1. I can supply 
copies to all groups who are interested. The 
Committee can also supply speakers for public 
meetings who are also able to assist in the 
preliminary organization of working committees. 

I have told the Coordinating Committee that 
at least 200 PPU groups should be willing to act 
as the nuclei and conveners of local committees. 


A Budget Poster 


A topical Budget poster has been issued by the 
Northern Friends’ Peace Board (Friends’ Meeting 
House, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds, 2). 

It points out that “£580,000,000 spent on 
armaments does not buy one pennyworth of 
friendship.” 


What the Groups are Doing 


DECKHAM and Herne Hill groups held 

a joint debate at Camberwell Baths, 
Camberwell Green, recently. Canon Morris 
proposed for the PPU “That this meeting 
believes that international peace is better 
served by the programme of the PPU than 
by the policy of the Labour Party.” The 
motion was opposed by Lewis Silkin, MP 
for Peckham. A. Creech Jones, MP., took 
the chair. 

Fifty thousand leaflets announcing the 
meeting had been circulated in the district 
and about 600 people attended. There was 
lively questioning of both speakers, 
particularly as to the present policy of the 
Labour Party. No vote was taken, but 
judging by the applause and spirit of the 
meeting Canon Morris carried the support 
of even Labour Party adherents. 


W.1 Group and Basque 


Children 
ORGANIZED by the W.1 group, a Fiesta 
will be held in aid of Spanish refugee 
children who are living at Basque House, 
Langham, on Saturday, April 22, in the 


THINGS WE WANT YOU TO 


KNOW 


14th April, 1939 


THE WARNING 


Group Leaders in districts where this film is being 


shown should organise relays of helpers to distri- 
bute to people leaving the cinema (during the run 


of the film) the leaflet “THE WARNING,” 
specially prepared for this purpose. 


Price - - 6d. 100, postage 3d. 


4/- 1,000, ,, 


10d. 


Dick Sheppard Memorial Club, King’s 
Weigh House, Thomas Street, London. 

Several of these children will attend the 
Fiesta to give a programme of national 
songs and dances, and those who attend are 
invited to join the Basque visitors at tea 
in the Club after the performance. 

Tne fiesta will start at 3 p.m.; entrance 
will be free and Max Plowman will be 
there to make an appeal. 


Richmond Group Expands 


THE Richmond group now has East Sheen 

and St. Margarets “under its wing” 
and members are hoping to get groups 
going there soon. 

Two open-air meetings and one poster 
parade in the last three months have had 
to be abandoned because of insufficient 
support, and in the group's News Sheet for 
April the group leader makes a special 
appeal to members to try to turn up to 
these as regularly as they do to indoor 
meetings. “They are much more im- 
portant,” he says. 

An appeal by John Barclay for the 
spreading of the work of the group has met 
with a response, and it is hoped that all 
| the offices will soon be filled. 


West Kent Activity 


THE groups in the Bexley area have re- 

verted to coordination, Gravesend and 
Dartford are doing likewise, and the Med- 
;day towns have been working like that for 
some time. It is hoped that something 
may be be done in this matter with the 
Bromley-Beckenham area~ for PPU and 
‘Fellowship of Reconciliation. The Rev. 
Leslie Artingstall will attend a meeting at 
13 London Road, Bromley, on April 21, with 
that purpose in mind. 

A Peace School will be held at Wester- 
ham during Whitsun (May 27 to 29). The 
speakers will be Canon Stuart Morris, G. 
Cutcliffe (Secretary of the International 
Friendship League), Andrew Stewart, and 
a speaker for the League of Nations Union. 


Enfield’s Allotment Scheme 


EVERY Thursday a group meeting of a 

social nature is organized by the 
Enfield group in the Methodist Church, 
Church Street, at 8 p.m. The meetings in- 
clude recitations and musical recitals, 
talks and discussions. 


P.P.U. Summer 


The group proposes to rent an allotment, 
using the produce to help unemployed 
families. Anyone willing to help with this 
scheme should notify Mr. David D. 
Chopping, 70 Monastery Gardens, Enfield. 


Gloucester Aid for Refugees 


DURING February and March meetings 
of the Gloucester group were addressed 
by Mrs. Trew (February 14), Mrs. Sumsion 
(February 28), Rev. W. Bone (March 13), 
and Mr. Chang (March 28). 

Mrs. Trew reported the formation of the 
Gloucester Association for Aiding Refu- 
gees, which hoped to bring five or six (at 
least) Jewish refugee children to Glouces- 
ter either to live in a hostel or to go to 
various homes. At that meeting it was 
agreed that the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion and PPU groups jointly should con- 
tribute 10s. a week to the necessary funds. 


Conference 


"THE Peace Pledge Union’s summer con- 
ference has been fixed for July 29th 
to August 8th, and will be held at Pannal 
Ash College (near) Harrogate. It will be 
an international conference this year with 
places for between 250 and 300 people. 

Pannal Ash College is wonderfully situa- 
ted, only half an hour’s walk from the 
moors; its facilities include eight tennis 
courts, a swimming bath, and a gym- 
nasium. 

Beds will be available for all, and there 
will be room for camping parties. The 
cost will be 37s. 6d. per week, or 50s. for 
ten days. Early applications for the con- 
ference should be made to John Barclay. 


Palestine’s Communal 


Settlements 
Maurice Pearlman will be speaking on 


“The Communal Settlements of Palestine,” 


in relation to the problems of that country, 
at the Dick Sheppard Centre, Bayswater, 
at 8 p.m. on Thursday. 

The speaker has an extensive first-hand 
experience of his subject and is the author 
of Collective Adventure, published last 
year by Heinemann. 


April 14, 1939 


Head iaecepnnnines 
Events 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select tor publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a servire as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 


1. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall. 
street); nature of event: speakers, 
organizers (and secretary's address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Today (Friday) 


LONDON, W.1;) 7.30 pm. Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, Thomas Street, Oxford Street; 
F. Carlton-Smith on “Pacifism and Vecge- 
tarianism "; PPU. 

LONDON, S.E.1; 7.45 p.m. Abbey Hotel, West- 
minster Bridge Road; debate: ~ War is the only 
means of defence”; proposer, Mervyn Tolson 
(Toc H); opposer, Stephen Usherwood (PPU); 
International Friendship League. 


Sunday, April 16 
GLASGOW; 11.15 a.m. Masonic Hall, 100 West 
Regent Street; Stanley C. Farrar on “Liberty and 
Peace”; The Study Circle. 


Monday, April 17 

WESTCLIFF-ON SEA; 8 p.m. Messrs. Newbery’s 
Cafe, 121 Hamlet Court Road; monthly meeting; 
“War and its Causes”; speaker from Socialist 
Party of Great Britain; chairman: Mr. Leslie 
Knivett; PPU. 
CHISWICK; 8.15 p.m. Town Hall; Canon Stuart 
Morris, Miss Mary Gamble, Robert King and 
John Greenwood (chairman); “ National 
Defence"; PPU. 


Tuesday, April 18 
TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. Open-air Meeting; 
Alex Miller; City PPU group. 
LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 p.m. Friends’ House, 
Euston Road; A. Fenner Brockway on “How we 
resisted in 1914 to 1918”; Peace Committee of 
London Fw 


Wednesday, April 19 
SOUTHAMPTON; 7.30 p.m. Swaythling Hall, 
Burgess Road; concert in aid of the Basque 
Refugee Children; PPU. 

POOLE; 7.45 p.m. High Street Methodist Church; 
Rev. C. Paul Gliddon on “Can Christian Pacifism 
be Wrong?”; chairman: Rev. L. L. Price; FoR. 


Thursday, April 20 
LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Professor George Catlin on “ Democracy in the 
Modern World”; City PPU group. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Harold Shipp on “Drama as Peace Propa- 
ganda”; City PPU group. 
MORECAMBE; 7.30 p.m. Labour Hall; 
Ernest Foster; Labour Party and PPU. 
SHEFFIELD; 7.45 p.m. Victoria Hall; mass refu- 
gee meeting; Dr. Maude Royden, M:; Picciotto 
and Rev. E. Benson Perkins (chairmar ; Sheffield 
Coordinating Committee for Refugees. 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA; 8 p.m. Unitarian Church, 
Darnley Road; John Barclay; PPU. 
BAYSWATER; 8 p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre, 52 
Queensway; Maurice Pearlman on “The Com- 
munal Settlements of Palestine”; Community 
Service Committee. 


Friday, April 21 

LONDON, W.1; 7.30 p.m. Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, Thomas Street, Oxford Street; 
Reginald Sorensen on “As I See Things”; PPU. 
PINNER; 8 p.m. Vagabonds’ Hall, Eastcote Road; 
James Avery Joyce, Miss Sybil Morrison and 
Councillor W. C. Kincaid (chairman); PPU. 
GOLDERS GREEN; 8.15 p.m. Orpheum Cafe, 
Temple Fortune, Finchley Road; group meeting; 
John Barclay; PPU. 


Saturday, April 22 


LONDON, W.1; 3 p.m. Dick Sheppard Memorial 
Club, King’s Weigh House, Thomas Strect; Fiesta; 
national songs and dances by Basque Children 
from Basque House, Langham; entrance free; 
PPU. 

LONDON, E.C.1; 8.30 p.m. Cripplegate Theatre, 
Golden Lane; production of The Builders, by 
R. H. Ward; The Adelphi Group. 


Monday, April 24 
BAYSWATER; 8 p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre, 52 
Queensway; Muriel Lester on “Community in 
the Far East”; Community Service Committee. 
LONDON E.C.1; 8 p.m. St. Paui’s Vicarage, 27 
Goswell Road; inaugural meeting; John Barclay; 
chairman: Rev. C. G. Langdon; PPU. 


Rev. 


Tuesday, April 25 
TOWER HILL; 12.30 pm. Open-air meeting; Rev. 
Lesiie Artirgstall; City PPU group. 
POPLAR; 7.45 p.m. Town Hall; George Lansbury, 
Dr. Donald Soper, Rev. St. John B. Groser, Dr. 
Alfred Salter, William G. Millman and Rev. 
William Dick (chairman); Poplar and Stepney 
Association Against Unemployment. 


Thursday, April 27 

LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Douglas Wollen on “Could we Pacifists take 
over?”; City PPU group. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Stanley Cooper on “Liberty”; City PPU group. 
LIMBRICK; 7.45 p.m. YMCA; Mr. J. Sharples on 
“Armaments and Education”; PPU. 


Friday, April 28 
LONDON, W.1; 7.30 pm. Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh House, Thomas 
Street, Oxford Street; Chinese speaker on 
“China Today”; PPU. 


Saturday;April 29 
LONDON, E.C.3; 3.30 p.m. Talbot House, 42 
Trinity Square; annual meeting of London Union 
Fellowship of Reconciliation; Wilfred Wellock. 


* PEACE NEWS 


What 
does 


stand 
for? 


|. HOW IT BEGAN 


HE Peace Pledge Union dates 

from t.2 day wrin Dick Srcp- 
pard invited all men who felt as he 
did to write to him stating tnat iacy 
renounced war and would ever 
ayain participate in one. 

The immediate response was over- 
whelming, and every day since then 
pledge cards have come in, the total 
having now reached some 123,000. At 
first the movement had been confined 
to men, but when the signatures of 
women were asked for there was once 
more an immediate response. By 
reason of its numerical and moral 
strength, this venture has become a 
national movement, and it is linked 
with the world movement by its afjili- 
ation to the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. 

Dick Sheppard asked some .eading 
men and women to joit him as Spon- 
sors. Practically all of them were 
subsequently elected at the move- 
ment’s first Annual General Meeting, 
and today tk.: Sponsors are : George 
Lansbury. M.P., Canon Stuart Morris, 
Maurice L. Rowntree, John Barclay, 
Harold F. Bing, Miss Vera Brittain, H. 
Runham Brown, the Rev. Henry 
Carter, Miss iz..y Gamble, Dr. A. 
Herbert Gray, Laurence Housman, 
Aldous Huxley, Miss Storm Jameson, 
J. Middleton Murry, Humphrey S. 
Moore, Capt. Philip Mumford, Max 
Plowman, Lord Ponsonby, Canon C. E. 
Raven, Bertrand Russell, Dr. Alfred 
Salter, MP, Siegfried Sassoon, Dr. 
Donald O. Soper, Miss E. Thorneycroft, 
Wilfred Wellock, Dr. Alex Wood, and 
Arthur Wragg. 

The headquarters are 
Street, London, W.C.1. The President is 
George Lansbury, M.P, the Treasurer, 
Maurice L. Rowntree, the Chairman (and 


secretary), Canon Stuart Morris, and the 
Group Organizer, John Barclay. 


at 6, Endsleigh 


Give your pledge on a postcard:— 

{ renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another. 
Sign this, add your address, and send 


the card to PPU headquarters 


At the Theatre 


Good Entertainment 
plus Pacifist 


Arguments 


God’s In His Heaven, by Reginald Long. 

Richmond Theatre. 

E is essential that this play, tried out for 

one week at the Richmond Theatre, 
should go to the West End. It has humour, 
is well constructed, is good entertainment, 
and never gives the feeling that the pacifist 
arguments are inserted for propaganda 
alone. 

The story, hriefly, is of a certain Mr. 
Smith who lodges for a short time with an 
ill-assorted family in the country. During 
his stay his presence and example help to 
change their sense of values; and when he 
leaves they fasten upon one of his remarks, 
“Tf there were no guns there would be no 
war.” 

They organize a strike in a local munition 
factory, the strike is broken, and Mr. Smith 
returns to straighten out the tangle into 
which the family has put itself and then is 
shot by the starving strikers, who consider 
him to be the instigator of the strike. 

Frank Forbes Robertson’s portrayal of 
Mr. Smith was at times too eccentric and at 
times too casual; but excellent perfor- 
mances were given by Sylvia Marriott, J. 
Alan Sykes and Marguerite Strickland. 

A better pacifist play than this has still 
to be written. 

G. D. P. 


Albania : Churches Appeal to 


Pope 

Over 2,000 worshippers in the City Temple, 
London, rose on Sunday night to signify their 
assent to a telegram which the Rev. Leslie 
Weatherhead afterwards sent to the Pope, asking 
him “to protest in the name of Jesus Christ 
against the Albanian invasion which took place 
on the most sacred day in the calendar of tHe 
Church—Good Friday.” 

A similar united act was observed at Elmers 
End Free Church and at Hither Green Congre- 
gational Church (at the evening service). The 
Rev. Frank J. Miller, of the latter church, has 
for some weeks been strenuously urging the 
Free Churches to appeal to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the Pope to join in a united and 
definite call for peace in the name of Christ. 


CLASSIFIED AD 


1jd. per word, minimum 2s 


VERTISEMENTS 


Box Number 64. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


EDUCATIONAL | 


“FREDSHJEM"” POLIDAY LANGUAGE 
CENTRE: Opportunities for studying German. 
French, Itahan, Danish, and Swedish among 
beautiful scenery und in pleasant company. 
A pacitist family from Garmany living near 
Fjord of Flenseburg (frontier between Denmark 
and Germany) is glaa to receive paying guests 
from Great Britain. Lodging and board (4 meals 
a Gay, Danish and German cookery combined) 
and langage tuition (in one or several lan- 
guages) 6} Danish krcner per day. For further 
details, write: War Resisters’ International, !1, 
Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex; or direct to: 
Dr. Arnold Kalisch, Fredshjem, Roenshoved pcr. 
R:nkenaes, Denmark 


FOR SALE | 
SE ee a 


£22. 1933 Model Austin 12 h.p. de luxe saloon, 
in good condition. Tax £9. Below. 


£65. 1936 Model szries 2. Morris 10 de luxe 
saloon, in excellent condition. ZXngine just over- 
hauled. Any trial. A. Leslie Jarratt, Church- 
field Avenue, Finchley, N.12. Hillside 2744. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL | 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs. Helen 
Whitticom), health practitioner, osteopath, bone- 
setter, treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods. Consultations by appointment. 
1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 0131), and 2 
Norton Way North, Letchworth (Letchworth 


885). 
MEETINGS, &c. 


A SERVICE FOR ANIMAL LOVERS on 
Sunday, April 23, at 11 a.m., at the Order of the 
Great Companions, 30 Montague Street, W.C.1. 
Address by Rev. Will Hayes (Brother John, 
Minister-General of the Order of the Great 
Companions) “What Animals Think of Us.” A 
Liturgical Service—“The Lord of Lite’—will be 


used. 
| PERSONAL | 


WILL ANYONE EMPLOY German Jewish 
woman of exceptionally good character? Must 
get out of Germany at once. Kind, capable, ex- 
tremely competent to care for children ov infirm 
people. Domesticated. Speaks English. Age 50. 
Anyone with the good heart to help this woman 
will not be disappointed. Please reply to Box 163, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


Tosa Be eee Tetereaeeten tse 


(Newsagent's name) 


Please deliver “PEACE NEWS“ 
to me weekly. 


Name sets ciiecvescsccocecestevcessestecstes 
Address « arcccttcscsscsuccsocssecsotetecss 


as from issue dated.. 


Note to Newsagent — 
"PEACE NEWS" is published 


weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


es a 


nn 5355 EE 


BOYS’ SECONDARY 
Ackworth School, nr. —— oC 
Bootham School, York 3 
Leighton Park School, Reading . 


GIRLS’ SECONDARY 
Ackworth School, nr. Pontefract 
The Mount School, York é 


Friends School, Gt. Ayton, Yorks. 
Friends’ School, Saffron Walden, Es: 


Sidcot School, Winscombe, Somerse 
Friends’ School, Wigton, Cumb. .. 


Friends’ School, Sibford, nr Banbu 


. 40, Friends r:ouse, Eust 


SCHOOLS 


BELONGING TO THE 


SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) 
IN GREAT BRITAIN 
£110 
£193 


(with numbers, age-ranges, and non-Friend Feces). 


CO-EDUCATIONAL “MODERN” 


DRGENT CASE. Will anyone help Austrian 
Jew at present in Vienna. Must get out imme- 
diately. Been in Dachau. Will be sent back 
unless helped to emigrate without delay. Age 
about 35. Extremely capable for farm or 
garden work. Please reply Box 164, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N-4. 


250 TYPEWRITTEN CIRCULARS, Electric- 
ally Duplicated, return post, 2s $d. inclusive.— 
Brown's Typewriting Service Ltd.. Brougham 
Street, Burnley. 


ARE YOU PLANNING your holidays, or con- 


ference? Send for brochure. Adult School 
Guest House, Manor House, Bewdley, Worcs. 
Phone 101. Free garage. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holi- 
day or restful recuperation [ncreased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, 
Ambergate (L.MS.). 


KINGSTON, EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
of Modern Nature Cure (Health Home and 
Training Centre) Under the personal supervi- 
sion of James C. Thomson. Particulars from the 
Secretarv, Kingston, Edinburgh, 9 


Read the 


SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


- FORWARD fe 


Every Friday d. 
HONEST FEARLESS, INDE?ZNDENT 


send pastcard ‘or samble 227 39: 


26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4. 


MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY ! 


Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 


Free literature, including Recives, from 
THE VEG_-TARIAN SOCIETY, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2 


OUTH HOUSE—the residential centre for pro- 

gressive youth. Internationalism and fetlow- 
ship in active communal! life. Single bed-sitting 
rooms, 17s. 6d. p.w. For particulars apply: 
Secretary, Youth House, 250 Camden Road, 
London, N.W.t. GULliver 5189 


SPECIAL OFFER TO | 
‘PEACE NEWS’ READERS 


The “New Leader,” IL.P. Organ, 
which leads the struggle against Con- 
scription and War in the Labour Move- 
ment, will be sent to you for 2s. 6d. for 
six months, post free, if you use 


AdArESSccccvccccccsecnsccsnececenssscsecces 


Post with 2s. 6d. to ‘‘ New Leader,” 
E.C.4, 


35, St. Bride Street, London, 


this form. | 
Nain cccevcccecsesccscnescccnccvcrccscscsscncs 


BOARDING SCHOOLS 
199: 9-18: 

12-19: 

12-19: 


eo ~ 144: 
ea os 150: 


BOARDING SCHOOLS 
172: 9-18: 
118: 13-19: 


£163 
2189 


£110 | 
| 
| 
| 


CO-EDUCATIONAL SECONDARY BOARDING SCHOOLS 


F 160: 9-17: £81 
SCX .. 208 : 
(Junior) 30: 7-10: £99 
t 4 ae 160: 10-18: £123 
oa an 110: 7-17; “£88 
ts. 
SCHOOL 
10-17: £81 


10-18: x89 


BOARDING 
DY... - 158: 


- - Apply to SCHOOL, or to SECRETARY, Friends Education Council, 


on Read, London, N.W.1. 
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PEACE NEWS 


INTERNATIONAL |A Paeifist Commentary 


How War Can Still be Avoided, 
Despite the Albanian Scare 


SERVICE FOR 
PEACE 


(continued from p. 1) 


creating true wealth for the next genera- 
tion. If that were done, would it not be a 
better defence than steel and explosive? 
Would not other countries be forced, 
sooner or later, by the very force of public 
opinion to follow such an example? 

This is what Pierre Cérésole suggested 
after the last European War—“ and,” says 
the cynic of 1939, “if that had been done, 
Hitler would long ago have marched into 
Switzerland, with even less formality than 
that he used when entering Czecho- 
Slovakia.” 

But the reply is obvious, for if such a 
policy had been adopted, Hitler would 
never have played the role he has on the 
political stage. We should probably never 
have heard of him. For confidence is just 
as infectious as fear, and if confidence had 
been encouraged as fear and bitterness 
were, Hitler, whose power is built on fear 
and bitterness, would not have gained the 
support he did, and peace would have been 
built on good will. 

Yet, even if governments had adopted 
such a far-sighted policy, even if they had 
spent on hospitals, schools, libraries, swim- 
ming baths for those who needed them 
most irrespective of nationality, the same 
sums they are pouring out on armaments, 
even then we should not have been assured 
of peace. For peace is not a condition re- 
sulting from favourable material condi- 
tions, but is the active cooperation of all 
men and women of good will in the fight 
against the natural social evils that beset 
man. Benevolent and generous govern- 
ments can help, but peace depends, in the 
end, on the effort of individuals. 


First Peace Service 


This fact also was realized by Pierre 
Cérésole, who met the need by founding 
the “Service Civil,” from which later de- 
veloped the English branch, the Inter- 
national Voluntary Service for Peace. The 
first adventure in Peace Service happened 
at the village of Esnes, Verdun, in Northern 
France just after the Great War, and the 
evil that the small group of people from 
different countries united to fight was the 
devastation left by the bombs and shells. 

Representing Germany, Austria, Switzer- 
land, Holland, America, and England, these 
few pioneers were working for French 
villagers. Some had given up their jobs to 
come: others had given up all their 
savings to make the scheme possible, and 
they were filling in the pot-holes in the 
road. clearing away the debris, removing 
live shells from the fields, and all the time 
they had the satisfaction of knowing that 
they were not only preparing new homes 
for the peasants still living in dugouts, but 
creating that new spirit without which all 
efforts for peace are vain. They were doing 
this, not by reason of great financial re- 
sources, or after long training, but simply 
as men and women ready to use their whole 
strength for peacemaking. 


The «Avalanche” 


In 1924 an avalanche and a landslide 
occurred in different parts of Switzerland, 
and once again friends from different coun- 
tries united to fight “the enemy”; the 
peasants had their fields saved, and instead 
of having to emigrate, to go out and seek 
a new. perhaps unfriendly, land, they found 
that people from other lands were willing 
to come to them and help them, if only the 
opportunity was offered. 

And so, from 1926 services were orga- 
nized every year—Switzerland, Leichten- 
stein, France, England, India, Spain—every- 
where men and women who were not afraid 
of work, whose combative instinct was not 
aroused by other men but by their suffer- 
ings. combined to build up ruined houses, 
to recover spoiled fields, to bring hope 
where none was before, and thus to contri- 
bute in a small way to a true peace. 

We cannot repeat often enough that this 
peace does not depend entirely on govern- 
ment policy—that it is not only a question 
of spending money on armaments or on 
schools, though that also counts for a great 
deal. 


Individual Responsibility 


Peace comes from the individual man 
and woman who, realising that inertia is 
not peace, is impelled to do something for 
those who are suffering. Good intentions, 
theoretical plans, sentimental: phrases, are 
not enough,—are, indeed worth nothing if 
those seeking peace are not prepared to 
act. 


"THE Italian invasion of Albania is pro- 

viding yet another occasion for that 
“ righteous indignation ” which has become 
the standardized reaction of one section of 
British opinion to the repeated aggression 
of the tctalitarian Powers. 

This issue of Peace News goes to press be- 
fore the special session of Parliament, but 
it is to be hoped that some voice will be 
raised to suggest dealing with the funda- 
mental European problems of which the 
Albanian invasion is a symptom. 

As to the invasion itself, certain facts are 
in danger of being overlooked. 

One is that Albania could hardly have 
been described as independent. True, it 
was declared an independent State in 1912; 
but during the War years it was invaded 
by the Central Powers and by the Allies. 
A provisional government was established 
with Italian support after the Armis- 
tice and the right of intervention in 
Albanian affairs was given to Italy by the 
Treaty of Tirana (1926). From that date 
the country has been very much under 
Italian tutelage—for it is of strategic im- 
portance to the Duce. Italian banks control 
a Society for the Economic Development of 
Albania. 

What has happened, therefore, is that 
Italy has extended her grip on the country. 
Though it has been denied that the sudden 
swoop was the answer of the Axis to moves 
to encircle its Northern partner, there is 
little doubt it must be seen partly as such a 
reply. 


The War Danger 


THIS brings us back to the general Euro- 
pean scene. 

Is the invasion of Albania a sign that the 
two groups of Powers are lining up for war? 
There are reasons for thinking this need 
not be so. 

One is that Italy, no less than Germany, 
would prefer a period of quiet in which to 
proceed with the work of consolidation in 
her new territory. There is also to be 
taken into account the fact that Nazism 
and Fascism are not likely to survive a 
large-scale war, which is bound to make the 
dictators pause before taking any real risk. 

On the other hand, the British Govern- 
ment, which is believed to feel very 
strongly about the breaking by Italy of the 
Anglo-Italian Agreement, is now, it seems, 
about to add Greece and Turkey to the 
countries in whose integrity it is vitally 
interested. 

This will doubtless be hailed as an ex- 
tension of the policy of “collective secur- 
ity” begun with the guarantee to Poland. 
But to anyone looking at the matter in a 
realistic light it will be but another indi- 
cation that Britain is no Jess ready than 
other nations to play the power-politics 
game. 

The effect of the British haste to construct 
a system of alliances against further aggres- 
sion may well lead Mussolini and Hitler to 
think that the time they need for consoli- 
dating their recent gains is not to be gran- 
ted, and that a final “show-down” is likely 
before long. In such a situation the dan- 
ger of war would be clear, for it might drive 
the dictators to further acts of aggression 
in the hope of gaining further strategic 
advantages before the “ show-down” comes. 


Conference Needed 


THIS is not to say that the dropping of the 


new policy of “collective security” 
would remove the war danger, though it 
might indeed postpone it. The removal of 
the threat requires a British initiative of a 
different kind altogether. 

We need now the policy of generosity on 
the part of the richer countries that has 
been lacking ever since the War, plus the 
abandonment of our own policy of im- 
perialism which Italy and Germany have 
merely been copying. 

Even after a European war some sort of 
peace conference would have to be held. 
That conference, as we know from experi- 
ence, would probably result in a dictated 
peace—an expression of the very thing we 
now condemn, and a cause of future trouble. 
But a conference now would at least pro- 
vide an opportunity for the attainment of 
something better than a dictated peace. 

War is still not inevitable; all that is re- 
quired is that we should have the will to 


peace in sufficient strength to try the way 
of peace. 


Results of Versailles 


WEARS of “ educational ” work by those 

4 who saw the truth have at last con- 
vinced many people that what we are suffer- 
ing today is largely a result of the Versailles 
Treaty. The fact that that treaty was a 
dictated one supports the argument for a 
freely negotiated settlement now. 


It is still argued by some that the terms 
of the Versailles Treaty were not so harsh 
as any we should have experienced at the 
hands of a victorious Germany. Thus Mr. 
Duff Cooper wrote in The Times on March 
22: 


“If we compare the terms imposed by Ger- 
many on Austria last year—Chancellor Schusch- 
nigg is still languishing in prison and the Mayor 
of Vienna and other officials of the defeated 
régime are suffering in concentration camps, 
treatment which is not accorded to criminals in 
other countries—when we remember how last 
week on the night of the entry of German troops 
into Prague 5,000 arrests were made of loyal 
Czech citizens, and when we recall that these 
have been bloodless victories, whereas in 1918 
we had been at war for 44 years and held 
Germany to be guilty of that war, it seems to 
many of us that the terms imposed erred, if at 
all, on the side of leniency. 


“Some of us are getting rather tired of the 
sanctimonious attitude which seeks to take 
upon our own shoulders the blame for every 
crime committed in Europe. If Germany had 
been left stronger in 1919 she would the sooner 
haye been in a position to do what she is doing 
today. 


“As for the question of war guilt, one fact 
is plain. Even if Germany was not guilty of the 
last war she will certainly be guilty of the next 
one, if it should, unhappily, prove impossible 
to avoid it.” 


Quite a good answer to this argument 
was given by Sir John Fischer Williams 
who, in a letter to the same newspaper on 
March 24, wrote: 


“When we put our imperfect selves into the 
seat of the historian or of the judge and con- 
sider our verdict or our judgment on a peace 
treaty, is not the main question to be asked, 
‘Did it make a durable peace?’ For peace is the 
object of a peace treaty, and philosophers tell 
us that a thing is good or bad as it achieves or 
fails to achieve its object. 


“In a peace treaty punishment is out of place. 


To punish a defeated enemy is no part of the 
duties of a conqueror at the end of a war. A 
conqueror cannot be—and, what is perhaps 
more important, cannot be thought to be— 
impartial. The defeated has no power of 
punishing. 

“Tt is true that international aggression may 
properly be denounced by a moralist as criminal; 
certainly in modern conditions aggressive war 
is wickedness. But the lawyer cannot properly 
call aggressive war‘a crime’; international law 
has no criminal court or any criminal jurisdic- 
tion over States. And if aggressive war is a 
wickedness, can any nation looking back on its 
history find its conscience clear? 

“It is difficult to apply any one epithet to the 
Treaty of Versailles as a whole, but perhaps few 
people nowadays would hesitate to call it 
‘unwise.’ And what is the appropriate emotion 
over your own or other people’s unwisdom? 
Not, I take it, pride or joy.” 


Secret Diplomacy Again 


AFTER the Great War there was much 

talk of the evils of secret diplomacy 
and President Wilson’s Fourteen Points 
contained a proposal to ensure open dealing 
between nations. 


But for all our talk of democracy, the 
British Government is returning to the old 
methods. During the visit to London last 
week of Colonel Beck, Poland’s Foreign 


Published from Editorial and Publishing Offices, 


April 14, 1939 


Minister, certain matters were discussed 
which might involve the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of our people. In a reference 
to Danzig and the Polish corridor, the 
Diplomatic Correspondent of The Times 
wrote: 

“At a delicate time publicity about details can 
serve no good purpose, but it can be said outright 


that Poland is not disposed to surrender a jot 
of what she considers her vital interests.” 


In defence of what Poland considers her 
“ vital interests,” remember, Britain is now 
pledged to fight. Yet those who will be 
asked to sacrifice everything in defence of 
those interests are kept in the dark! 


Plight of Minorities 


y JHAT makes these guarantees worse is 

the fact that we are thereby up- 
holding the integrity of States which con- 
tain within themselves the seeds of disrup- 
tion in the shape of discontented minorities. 
Yet there is apparently no insistence by 
the British Government that minorities’ 
grievances shall be attended to before the 
granting of a guarantee can be considered. 


Just ten years ago the Manchester 
Guardian declared: 

“The Powers uncompromisingly hostile to 
effective reform, indeed to the very existence of 
minority rights, are Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, 
Rumania, Yugo-Slavia, and Greece. None of 
them have been meticulous in keeping their 
pledge; some of them have broken it crassly. 
The fault lies partly with themselves, partly 
with the Great Powers who have shown too little 
concern and partly with the procedure by which 
minorities can appeal and obtain redress.” 

Czech failure to deal with the problem 
of minorities led to the Munich Agreement 
and its recent aftermath. Poland, another 
of the States mentioned, has several large 
minorities whose treatment of these min- 
orities has been oppressive, at times hor- 
ribly so. Despite this potential cause for 
the disruption of Poland, Britain has guar- 
anteed Poland’s integrity. 


The minorities in this and other States 
are mere pawns in European politics; un- 
less serious external trouble threatens, 
their grievances are ignored. 


A.R.P. and Diplomacy 


AIR raid precautions are leading to some 
revealing contradictions. 


On one hand we are told that “even 
pacifists”” can take part in them as they 
are a purely passive form of defence. As 
to that, Mr. Herbert Morrison declared in 
Parliament of last week that: 


“Tt is the technique of both dictators to cause 
governments to bend by frightening civilian, 
populations. From the point of view of effective 
diplomacy, provision of effective shelters is just 
as vital as armed forces.” 


Meanwhile the Government has balanced 
the expansion of the RAF with orders fora 
further 1,000,000 portable steel shelters— 
presumably to make its diplomacy the more 
“ effective.” 

ARP advertisements now adopt phrases 
which might almost have been used in 
peace propaganda. Here is a sample from 
a recent press advertisement: 


“Modern war does not discriminate between 
civilian and soldier; between men, women, 
children. 

“One section of the community must be cared 
for before all—the children. To leave a young 
child—helpless, dependent. uncomprehending— 
exposed to the unspeakable horrors of war in 
the crowded cities, is an idea which must 
shock any normally-minded human being into 
instant action.” 
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